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Hampden classification and compensation study delayed 


Project managers 
blame ‘lack of clarity’ 
in municipal 
leadership 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 
HAMPDEN — A critical 


study that will impact the Town 
of Hampden’s next budget has 
been delayed, and both the as- 
sociates charged with the project 
and the select board pointing fin- 





gers at each other during Mon- 
day night’s board meeting. 

Last year, Hampden _part- 
nered with the Edward J. Col- 
lins, Jr. Center for Public Man- 
agement at UMass Boston, with 
the understanding that a classifi- 
cation and compensation study 
would be completed by this 
month. Unfortunately, it’s not 
yet ready, and select board chair 
Donald Davenport said he was 
concerned it was taking so long. 

“The truth of the matter is we 
have some delays, but we will 
have a recommendation for you 


in the month of February. The re- 


ality is we have received nine of 


the 11 survey communities’ data, 
SO we are in great shape there,” 
said Mary Aicardi, a senior as- 
sociate at the Collins Center, 
during the Jan. 11 meeting of the 
Hampden select board. 

The Collins Center works 
with municipal operations in the 
Commonwealth to improve their 
efficiency, effectiveness, gover- 
nance and accountability. When 
complete, the study will analyze 
job information gathered from 
departments in nearby munici- 


palities, as well town employees 
in Hampden, to determine prop- 
er job descriptions and wages for 
each municipal position. 

“(The study) takes job infor- 
mation that we’ve received from 
employees and compares that 
to comparable communities to 
get average and median salaries. 
That information will tell you 
where you stand as a communi- 
ty, offering competitive wages 
for your employees,” said Eliz- 
abeth Corbo, an associate at the 
Collins Center. 

Hampden employees are di- 


Tom and Julie Midura heading up the trail to the summit of Mt. Cabot. Please see story, page 6. Courtesy photos 





Jett Farnsworth ‘ready for new challenges’ 


The Hampden Police 
Chief will be stepping 
down next week 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN — Jeff Farn- 
sworth has served Hampden as 
its Chief of Police for the past 
15 years. On Jan. 25, he’ll be 
leaving the Hampden depart- 
ment and starting a new role as 
senior policy advisor for law en- 
forcement at the state’s Execu- 
tive Office of Public Safety and 
Security. 

Farnsworth was originally 
scheduled to leave his post in 
Hampden this week, but his de- 
parture date was pushed back to 
ensure a smooth transition as he 
helps the interim chief step in, 


starting next Wednes- 
day. 

“A lot of my new 
role will be work- 
ing on law enforce- 
ment-related issues 
in the _ secretariat,” 
Farnsworth said “Law 
enforcement reform 1s 
a big piece of it. [ll 
be working a lot on 
that, and pretty much 
anything else that comes up 
surrounding law enforcement in 
the Commonwealth.” 

And right now, “there’s a 
tremendous amount of work to 
be done,” he added; particularly 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
vaccine distribution, and law 
enforcement reform in the state, 
after Governor Charlie Baker 
passed a reform bill late last 
month. 

“This bill is the product of 





Jeff Farnsworth 


bipartisan coopera- 
tion, and thanks to 
the Black and Latino 
Caucus’ leadership on 
the hugely important 
issue of law enforce- 
ment accountability, 
Massachusetts — will 
have one of the best 
laws in the nation,’ 
Baker said in a State- 
ment. “Police officers 
have enormously difficult jobs, 
and we are grateful they put 
their lives on the line every time 
they go to work. Thanks to final 
negotiations on this bill, police 
officers will have a system they 
can trust, and our communities 
will be safer for it.” 

The bill will certify officers 
— and will spell out a de-certifi- 
cation process for those who’ve 
committed wrongdoings — or 
who’ve engaged in misconduct 


— through the new Massachu- 
setts Peace Officer Standards 
and Training Commission. 

“We have to look at the train- 
ing that’s going on across the 
state,’ Farnsworth said. “(The 
bill) mandates some new train- 
ings we have to put into place. 
The bill sets up a total of 18 new 
commissions. So, (my role) is 
going to be working on com- 
missions, and everything from 
implementation of body-worn 
cameras to emergency hospital- 
izations and examination of civ- 
il service. Also, starting a state 
law enforcement cadet program. 
The list goes on and on. There’s 
a voluminous amount of work to 
be done.” 

Farnsworth notified Hamp- 
den officials of his intentions 
to resign from the police de- 


Please see FARNSWORTH, page 4 


rectly at fault for the delay, said 
Aicardi, who was forward with 
laying the blame. In September 
the Collins Center associates met 
with the board and said they were 
having issues gathering adequate 
responses then. The select board 
said it would address the prob- 
lem, but Aicardi said that never 
happened. 

“Because of diffused author- 
ity and management, we’ve had 
some employees/departments 
not respond in terms of the dead- 


Please see HAMPDEN, page 5 


School winter 
Sports season 
shortened to 7 
weeks 


Participation fees were 
also reduced 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM 
— The Hampden-Wilbraham Re- 
gional School Committee voted 
last week to allow winter sports 
starting this week and to reduce 
participation fees and pay for 
coaches, after officials halved 
the winter sports season from 14 
weeks to seven. 

The Pioneer Valley Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Conference (PVI- 
AC) in December announced it 
would allow school boards to 
decide whether or not to compete 
in winter sports, with practices 
permitted beginning Jan. 11. 

Last week, the Hamp- 
den-Wilbraham board gave the 
green light to swimming, skiing, 
basketball and ice hockey. 

“The reality is, however, 
there are heightened health and 
safety requirements for COVID 
and there’s a lot of pre-planning 
that has to go into the season,” 
said district finance director Aar- 
on Osborne. “There are some op- 
portunities to save a little bit of 
money, but there also additional 
costs related to COVID.” 

The committee approved re- 
ducing participation fees by 30- 
35% for each sport and agreed 
to revising coach stipends to 
75% of the original contracted 
amount. 

“T know from my conversa- 
tions with (District Athletic Di- 
rector) Mike Roy that the coach- 
es are chomping at the bit to get 
started,’ said Superintendent of 
Schools Al Ganem Jr. 

The reduced season time and 
participation fees will result in 
a programmatic loss of about 
$13,000, Osborne said; but the 
athletics program has a small sur- 
plus heading into the winter sea- 


Please see WINTER, page 7 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN 
HISTORICAL WILBRAHAM 


Remembering former selectman, John Lovejoy 


Also: when the Little 
Red Schoolhouse was 
actually a schoolhouse 


By Charlie Bennett 
Times Editor Emeritus 


Editor’s Note: The Historical 
Wilbraham column returns to the 
Times after a hiatus at the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Pre- 
vious topics have ranged from 
early railroads, the Center Vil- 
lage, Shay’s Rebellion, the first 
Minnechaug to the “Glendale 
Civil War Ghost”. 


This column is a 
collection of smaller 
topics of historical 
note, which make up 
part of the fabric of 
the town’s folklore. 


John Lovejoy 
The passing of 
former Wilbraham 


Selectman and Miuin- 
nechaug Building Com- 
mittee co-chair John “Toni” 
Lovejoy of COVID-19 April 11, 
2020 signaled the end of an era. 
Reading his obituary in the April 
30 Times revealed much more 
about the man than what people 
knew from his participation in 
town government. 

On May 7, 2020 former su- 
perintendent of schools from 





Charlie Bennett 


2001 to 2009 Dr. Paul Gaglia- 
ducci wrote a letter to the editor 
of the Times, hailing Lovejoy’s 
work as co-chair of the Muin- 
nechaug Building Committee. In 
the letter, he said: 

“He (Lovejoy) became in- 
volved in every aspect of the 
building process and experi- 
enced the joy of being part of the 
ribbon cutting ceremony when 
the school officially opened in 
August 2012. You could read 
the sense of pride and accom- 
plishment on his face that day. 
John Lovejoy loved the commu- 
nity where he lived. He wanted 
to make a difference for future 

generations and he did 
so with his work on the 
Minnechaug Building 
Project.” 

I had known him for 
years but never knew, 
until I read his obitu- 
ary, that he was an artist 
and the author of three 
books of poetry. I did 
know him as an avid re- 
searcher because, when 

I was editor of the Times, 
he helped me dig up facts for 
feature articles in the newspaper. 
I learned from his obituary that 
he spent countless hours comb- 
ing the historical records of New 
England to piece together the 
history of African Americans in 
the Northeast prior to 1700. Al- 
though, he probably was proud 
that Wilbraham residents were 
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100 years from now former Selectman John Lovejoy will still be 
remembered. Here, he gives a speech on New Year’s Eve, 2013 
kicking off the town’s 250" birthday celebrations. TIMES FILE PHOTO BY 


DAVID MILES 


also involved in the pre-Civil 
War Underground Railroad. 

As an artist he created sta- 
biles and mobiles, one of which 
was displayed at the Guggene- 
him Museum in New York for 
many years. He traveled to Swe- 
den and Norway, was interested 
in Scandinavian folk arts and 
had a treasured collection of 
Swedish glass. 

My mother, Ethel Bennett, 
the Wilbraham correspondent of 
the Springfield Morning Union, 
covered John when he was se- 
lectman, giving her much fodder 
to report about. His son Ben and 
my son Clarke played togeth- 
er when Ben visited his grand- 


silverscape designs 


GOLDSMITHS (% GEM GALLERY 





One King St., Northampton e 413-584-3324 e silverscapedesigns.com 


LAST GHANGE 


On Saturday, January 16th The Doors Of 
SILVERSCAPE DESIGNS Will CLOSE FOREVER! 


The FINAL LIQUIDATION of Silverscape Designs located in Downtown Northampton will feature the 
most unprecedented deals on fine jewelry, silver, and diamonds in our 44 year history! 
All Remaining Merchandise Will Be Liquidated For 
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mother, our neighbor. 

There are many things to 
ponder about Lovejoy’s passing. 
He was admired but he was not 
loved by everybody and had a 
penchant for rising at town meet- 
ings to make a speech to a some- 
times-groaning audience. But he 
always meant well. He had one 
of the best speaking voices and 
diction in town. 

I remember a few stories 
about him besides his opinions 
at town meetings. He told me 
one time that when he was se- 
lectman, the Parkway Drive-in 
Theater was in business on Bos- 
ton Road where Home Depot 
is now. One day Lovejoy re- 
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ceived a call from an irate motor- 
ist who was shocked as he drove 
by the Parkway on its Stony Hill 
Road side. The caller was upset 
that he encountered an image of 
a bare-breasted woman on the 
giant movie screen. Lovejoy had 
to investigate why “dirty” mov- 
ies were being screened in a very 
public place. 

I had another image of him, 
donning a tri-cornered hat in 
1976 when he participated in 
a re-enactment of trekking the 
route of Colonel Henry Knox’s 
entourage on the Knox Trail. 
They had traveled through Wil- 
braham on Route 20 commem- 
orating Knox’s “Train of Artil- 
lery” from Ft. Ticonderoga to 
Boston in the winter 1775-1776. 

Knox was commissioned by 
George Washington to transport 
59 cannons from captured forts 
on Lake Champlain, to the Patri- 
ot army camp outside Boston to 
aid in the war effort against the 
occupying British forces. 

Knox passed through our 
town on Jan. 15 and 16, 1776 
and reported to Gen. Washington 
on Jan. 24, 1776. Knox was the 
first secretary of war. 

The re-enactment was part of 
the country-wide celebration of 
the country’s Bicentennial of 200 
years of nationhood. Lovejoy 
joined the re-enactors and was 
photographed with the trekkers 


Please see HISTORICAL, page 12 
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Life Care Center begins vaccinations of residents and associates 


WILBRAHAM -— Life Care 
Center of Wilbraham started 
the process of vaccinating their 
residents and associates with 
FDA-authorized COVID-19 
vaccines on Tuesday, Jan. 5. 

Distribution of the vaccines 
continues in Massachusetts. 
They will be administered to 
Life Care associates and resi- 
dents by Life Care’s pharmacy 
partner, CVS. Injection-certified 
pharmacists from CVS will ad- 
minister the vaccines, like get- 
ting a flu shot at any local CVS. 

Life Care Center of Wil- 
braham is one of 15 Life Care 


Massachusetts. 

“T think everyone in_ the 
skilled nursing industry is thank- 
ful that a vaccine is available 
and being administered, and we 
are thrilled that vaccinations are 
underway at our facility” said 
Dennis Lopata, executive direc- 
tor of Life Care Center of Wil- 
braham. “It’s an understatement 
to say this has been a difficult 
year, but the vaccine offers hope 
as we move forward.” 

The current FDA-authorized 
vaccines require two doses, and 
it is imperative that both doses 
are administered in accordance 


manufacturer. The vaccine is 
free to residents and associates, 
but the decision to take the vac- 
cine will be an individual one. 

“We are encouraging all 
residents and associates to take 
advantage of the KFDA-autho- 
rized vaccines, but we are not 
requiring it,’ said Lopata. “We 
believe it is vital that each indi- 
vidual resident and/or their legal 
representative make informed 
decisions about the healthcare 
the resident receives, and we 
encourage them to consult with 
their primary physician for guid- 
ance.” 


the availability of a vaccine is 
not the end of the fight against 
COVID-19, which has attacked 
the most vulnerable members 
of society across the country for 
the past 10 months. Life Care 
facilities will maintain strin- 
gent safety measures and will 
continue to follow all guidance 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Ser- 
vices and state and local public 
health agencies. 

“Our associates at Life Care 
will enter the new year as dili- 
gent as ever to protect our res- 


Lopata. “The safety measures 
we have put in place, combined 
with the vaccine, will allow our 
facilities to continue to provide a 
high level of service in a safe en- 
vironment that provides peace of 
mind to our residents and their 
families.” 

Founded in 1976, Life Care 
is a nationwide health care com- 
pany headquarters in Cleveland, 
Tennessee. Life Care manages 
more than 200 nursing, post- 
acute and Alzheimer’s centers in 
28 states. For more information 
about Life Care, visit lcca.com. 


Centers of America facilities in 


with timelines provided by the 


Lopata 


emphasized that  idents 


Hampden Senior Center upcoming events 


National Pie Day for Seniors — 
Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 1 p.m. — All 
Seniors are welcome to drive up 
and take away a free slice of pie! 
(Snow Date: Jan. 21st at 1 p.m.) 


Exercising with YMCA on 
Zoom — Open to everyone! Cost $2 
per class. You will need a computer/ 
laptop/tablet, internet access and an 
email. Call 566-5588 for more de- 
tails. 


Free Winter Vegetables — D & 
R Farm offers fresh produce and it’s 
FREE with HIP! Shares are limited, 
so call Wendy at 566-5588 or email 
outreach@hampdenma.gov to sign 


up. 


Foot Care — Jan. 27 and 28 and 
Feb. 25 — The Board of 
Health has given the green 
light for this important 
service to be provided at 
the Hampden Senior Cen- 
ter. Please call 566-5588 
to schedule an appoint- 
ment. Masks are required, 
and you must wait in your 
car until your scheduled 
appointment time, so we 
can sanitize in between 
appointments. 


PHONE 


413.283.8393 


Fax: 413.289.1977 
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393 
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Memory Café to meet via 
Zoom on Fridays — Jan. 8 and 22, 
Feb. 5 and 19 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. A Memory Cafe is a safe and 
comfortable space where caregiv- 
ers and their loved ones living with 
Dementia or Alzheimer’s can so- 
cialize, listen to music, play games, 
and enjoy other activities. You don’t 
need a computer to participate; you 
can call in and connect with ev- 
eryone just by using your phone. 
Please call Wendy at 566-5588 or 
email her at outreach@hampden- 
ma.gov to sign up. 


Sand for Hampden Seniors — 
The fire dept will deliver a FREE 
five-gallon bucket of sand to your 
home for the winter weather. You 
must be over the age of 60 living in 


We are taking 
all precautions 


for the safety of 


our dancers & staff! 


e Small groups for social distancing 
¢ Temperature checking 
¢ UV sanitizing lights 
¢ Hand sanitizer available for all 


eS 


Our professional adult 
instructors all have 
college degrees in dance 
instruction which guarantees 
our students a safe, 
quality experience! 


35 Post Office Park, Wilbraham 


596-0121 


dancetds3 @ aol.com 


www.thedancestudio.co 


Hampden. Call 566-5588 and leave 
your name, address, phone number, 
and location on property where you 
would like the bucket dropped off. 


Phone Pal Program — Sign up 
to be a phone pal with a Springfield 
College Occupational Therapy Stu- 
dent. Possible Conversation Topics: 
e Share life stories and adventures 
e Get advice on using cell phone, 
tablet, and computer skills * Share 
each other’s topics of interest * Talk 
about anything that is meaningful 
and purposeful to you! Communi- 
cation options available via: phone 
call, FaceTime or Zoom visits. If in- 
terested, please call Wendy at 566- 
5588 for more information. 


Register 
Now! 
Classes 
Still 
Available! 


New Class 
Session 
Beginning 
February Ist. 


Classes for 
toddler 
through adult. 
All classes 
available 
in person 
and virtual. 


Call or email 
to register: 
413-596-0121 
dancetds3 @ aol.com 
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said 


THE BEST FRESH FOR 


GOOD HEALTH! 
Fresh Fruut and Veggte Gnecials, 
Sarutivey /3 - Sarutivey, 


FRESH Blueberries pint size ......°2.99 
FRESH Raspberries 6ozsiz ......° 
FRESH Blackberries 6 oz siz .....°2.99 
Yellow or Zucchini Squash... *1.49. 





Yellow Onions 2wBag............... 99°... 
Locally Grown 
Yukon Gold Potatoes 5 t Bags ...2 for °5 






January Is 
National Soup Month 


Fresh “Homemade” Soups 
Two Each Day! 


Randall's Chicken Pot Pie 
Every Wednesday 


= \ APPLE CIDER DONUTS 
_ Made Fresh Every Morning 
FRESH FLOWER BOUQUETS 


Essentials For Your Well-Being 
~ Warming Cinnamon & Orange Tones = 
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~ Calming Shades of Lavender Res 
~ Serene White & Green Eucalyptus 
$14.99 Bunch lt 
Winter Blooming Cyclamen 
sete... Butterfly Blooms & 46-inch pots 
ime Heart Shaped Leaves 34 2.99 
7 Long Lasting 4-inch pots 


Pink, White, Red 
& Burgundy Blooms 2 for $f 2 


| From Randall’s GREENHOUSE 


PLANT PROJECTS TO MAKE AT HOME 
Kits Containing Everything You Need 
To Make It Easy! 


Air Plants in Glass Bubbles 91499 
Terrariums ~ Mini Ecosystems “ 9 








Kokedama ~ Japanese Technique - 


GROWING Plants 
in Moss Covered Soil Balls 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 ¢ www.randallsfarm.net 
WINTER HOURS 
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM -— 7 PM 


Find us on and Yougjiit 
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BH NEWS ABOUT TOWN 


LUSO Federal Credit 
Union announces new 
Chief Lending Officer 


LUDLOW —- LUSO Federal Credit Union, serving 
members and communities in Hampden County since 
1971, has announced the appointment of Jennifer Cowles 
to Chief Lending Officer. She will be 
responsible for managing all lend- 
ing staff and the credit union’s loan 
portfolio, while ensuring that the in- 
stitution’s lending goals are met. 

“We are excited to welcome 
Jennifer to our team,” said Jennifer 
M.G. Calheno, president and CEO 
of LUSO Federal Credit Union. 
“Throughout her career, Jennifer has 
demonstrated a significant ability to 
achieve results by deploying strat- 
egies designed to exceed established 
production goals while maintaining asset quality. She 1s 
a leader who is accomplished in team building and im- 
plementing process improvements with a proven com- 
mitment to results.” 

Cowles holds a Bachelor of Business Administration 
in Finance from the University of Massachusetts, Isen- 
berg School of Management and has more than 25 years 
of experience across financial services and real estate 
industries. She has an extensive background in real es- 
tate lending/loan servicing, investor relations, secondary 
market and risk management and most recently served as 
Vice President of Mortgage Lending and Loan Servicing 
for a credit union based in Worcester County. 

“T am excited to join LUSO Federal Credit Union in 
their 50th year serving members in Hampden County,’ 
said Cowles. “I look forward to working with the team 
for the benefit of our members.” 

In addition to her professional accomplishments, 
Cowles serves on the Board for CU REALM and is 
also on the board for the new England CUREN. She 
also served as an Executive Committee member for the 
CUNA Lending Council and Chaired the CUNA Lend- 
ing Council Regulatory/Legislative committee. 
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Jennifer Cowles 
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Man arrested for attempts 
to burn Springfield church 


SPRINGFIELD — Dushko Vulchev of Houlton, Maine 
has been arrested and charged with several counts of ma- 
licious damage and three counts of attempted arson of the 
Martin Luther King Presbyterian Church at 14 Concord 
Terrace in Springfield. 

There was one attempt to burn the church on Dec. 13, 
and two on Dec. 15, 2020. He was arrested on Friday, 
Jan. 1, 2021 by Pittsfield Police and was being held on 
bail for arraignment Monday morning in Pittsfield Dis- 
trict Court. 

The investigation into the fire that damaged the church 
on Dec. 28, 2020 is ongoing. 

The investigation team includes members of the 
Springfield Arson and Bomb Squad, Springfield Police 
detectives, State Police assigned to the Office of the State 
Fire Marshal, agents from the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) and the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives. (ATF). 
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Wilbraham-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 





The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





By Jenna Swotchak 


HAMPDEN/WILBRAHAM — 
The Hampden-Wilbraham Partners 
for Youth Coalition includes more 
than 100 partnerships with local 
community leaders, with the aim of 
promoting healthy youth develop- 
ment and preventing substance use. 
The coalition will spotlight a differ- 
ent member on an ongoing basis as 
part of a series for the Times. 


Mike Roy: Director of Athletics 
for the Hampden-Wilbraham Re- 
gional School District 

Mike Roy is a parent of two 
children who have graduated from 
Minnechaug and one child who 
is currently a freshman at Min- 
nechaug. He also serves as the offi- 
cial school sector representative of 
the Hampden-Wilbrahram Partners 
for Youth Coalition. 

Roy has been actively involved 
with the Coalition since it began 
in 2014. He is personally motivat- 
ed to be involved with the Coali- 
tion because “athletics injuries are 
sometimes how addictions can be- 
gin and I wanted to be a part of the 
prevention of that,’ he said. “I also 
live in this community and want to 
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enhance the safety of our 
communities.” 

He has been an incred- 
ible asset to the Coalition 
through his support and 
participation in meetings, 
events, and training op- 
portunities, including the 
CADCA National Lead- 
ership Forum, where he 
took part in Capitol Hill 
Day and participated in activism 
with lawmakers. “That process was 
so abstract to me until I actually 
went there and experienced, first- 
hand, our democratic process. It 
was a peaceful conversation around 
drug prevention and education.” 

Roy believes that students’ men- 
tal health and emotional well-being 
are the biggest priority for the dis- 
trict and Coalition, which are relat- 
ed to the Coalition’s goal of youth 
substance misuse prevention. 

“Mental health was already 
a concern, but pandemic-related 
loneliness and stress are impacting 
our students even further,’ he said. 

On the athletic field, the fall 
season was very different due to 
the pandemic’s health and safety 
requirements, but Roy believes the 
physical and social outlet of sports 
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Youth Coalition member spotlight: Mike Roy 


can be a strong protec- 
tive factor in supporting 
youth mental health, and 
students appear to agree. 
J In the postseason, 
Roy provided youth with 
a feedback survey that 
had overwhelmingly pos- 
itive responses to the sea- 
son regarding its logis- 
tics, impact, and safety. 
He also recently coordinated a pro- 
gram featuring Springfield College 
Men’s Volleyball Coach, Charlie 
Sullivan, who spoke on motivation 
during a COVID Season, including 
mindfulness strategies to apply to 
everyday life that were practical, 
especially during these unprece- 
dented times. 

As a member of the community, 
a parent, an educator, and Coalition 
member, Roy truly understands 
the importance of substance use 
prevention and the need for “other 
people in the community to get in- 
volved, because this can’t just be a 
school fix,” he said. “We can only 
do so much as educators and we 
need the support and drive of mem- 
bers of the two communities to help 
support our prevention efforts.” 


oy 








LUDLOW- Although 2020 was 
a year with many challenges, we 
cannot ignore how it has brought us 
together as a community. 

PV Financial Group believes in 
giving back, especially to groups 
that endlessly support individuals 
in need. In the spirit of the giving 
season, PV Financial has decided 
to take it one step further and make 
2021 the Year of Giving. PV will be 
partnering with local charities and 
organizations throughout the com- 
ing year in order to support their 
efforts in giving back to the com- 
munity. 

To kick off this Year of Giv- 
ing, PV Financial will be hosting 
a toiletry drive for the Community 
Survival Center in Springfield. This 
agency works to provide individ- 
uals and families in the local area 
with everyday essentials including 
food, clothing, personal care prod- 





ucts, and household items. 

“As we move into 2021, our 
goal is to take the season of giving 
and turn it into a year of giving,” 
said Edward Sokolowski, managing 
partner for PV Financial. “Every- 
day, the Community Survival Cen- 
ter assists our community and con- 
stantly impacts the lives of those in 
need. PV believes in helping our 
community and we hope to inspire 
others to give back as well.” 

The non-profit agency serves 
Ludlow, Wilbraham, and Hampden, 
along with 16 Acres, Pine Point, 
and Indian Orchard neighborhoods 
in Springfield. 

The Community Survival Center 
accepts a wide range of donations, 
with one category being toiletries. 
These essential items are often for- 
gotten when people make donations 
to the center; so, from Jan. 11 to 
Feb. 5, PV Financial Group will be 


Toiletry drive for Community Survival Center 


collecting new and unopened to1- 
letries and personal care items on 
behalf of the Community Survival 
Center. 

Items that will be accepted in- 
clude shampoo, deodorant, first 
aid items, feminine hygiene prod- 
ucts, personal cleaning wipes, baby 
and toddler diapers and wipes, and 
much more. Monetary donations 
will also be accepted. The collec- 
tion box will be inside PV’s front 
vestibule located at 535 East St. in 
Ludlow. If you’d like to make a do- 
nation, please stop by during busi- 
ness hours, Monday — Friday 9-5. 

PV Financial Group is excited 
to kick off its Year of Giving with 
this special project for the Commu- 
nity Survival Center and to continue 
partnering with other local commu- 
nity organizations that are commit- 
ted to caring for those in need. 





FARNSWORTH from page 1 


partment last month. His contract 
requires he provide a 30-day notice, 
he said. 

In 2020, Farnsworth served 
as President of the Massachusetts 
Chiefs of Police Association and was 
also recognized as the 2020 Chief of 
the Year. 

During his tenure as association 
president, he worked with numerous 
Stakeholders as the state level on a 
multitude of law enforcement issues, 
he said. 

In his new role, Farnsworth will 
continue to serve as a law enforce- 
ment liaison to the state Department 
of Public Health’s COVID-19 ini- 
tiatives, such as vaccine distribution 
and informational meetings, “which 





is no want for work, that’s for sure,’ 
he said. 

Farnsworth is no stranger to 
hard work. In his time as chief, he’s 
helped transform the department, 
including moving into a new police 
station three years ago and building 
up staffing levels. 

“When I took over, the depart- 
ment was down personnel,” he said. 
“We had laid off people, and we 
were operating out of cramped quar- 
ters in the basement of Town Hall. 
Through a process, we were able 
to bring the department back to full 
staffing. Then, actually, we were 
able to establish having a supervisor 
working on every shift. We didn’t 
have a sergeant on a lot of the shifts 
before... and we were able to estab- 
lish a detective. So, we were able to 
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handle (providing supervision), and 
our court work. And, ultimately, we 
built a new police station.” 


The department recently finished 


writing new operational policies and 
will also be ready to apply for state 
accreditation once the pandemic has 
ended, since the accreditation pro- 
cess requires bringing outside people 
into the station review the depart- 
ment’s procedures. 


Given all the progress that’s been 


made in the department in the last 15 
years, Farnsworth feels it’s “a good 
time for me to be able to move on to 
new challenges.” 


Although his new role starts on 


Jan. 25, Farnsworth won’t be mov- 
ing out of Hampden. When asked 
what he liked most about the town, 
he said “the people here have been 


wonderful.” 

“It’s a community I 
raised my kids in,’ Farn- 
sworth said “T love a lot of 
the people in the town. It’s 
great community.” 
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First Wilbraham Friends of the Library 
‘Photo Share’ a SUCCESS 





Marge Trimble’s cat with the fleece she won as a Photo Share entry participant. Courtesy 
photo 


WILBRAHAM - In an effort to share 
holiday cheer with the town, the Wilbra- 
ham Friends of the Library hosted their 
first “Photo Share,’ which was met with 
many festive responses. 

Photos were shared on the WFOL 
Facebook page and in the Wilbra- 
ham-Hampden Times. Three entries were 
chosen at random and the submitters re- 
ceived a cozy fleece with the WFOL logo. 

The winners were Marge Trimble, 


Maria DeAngelis and Melissa Ingerson. 

Like many people and causes, WFOL 
was unable to have their annual book 
sale and Spring/Fall trips to raise funds 
last year. They continue to donate to the 
library to pay for programs, supplies and 
services despite the library’s limited hours 
and programs. The WFOL raises funds 
for programs such as museum passes, 
children’s programming and speakers that 
are not paid for by taxes. 





HAMPDEN from page 1 


lines that were set,” said Aicardi. 

Over the course of her 20-minute ap- 
pearance during the meeting, Aicardi re- 
peatedly hinted at her displeasure with 
the management structure inside of Town 
Hall. 

“Either people do not respect the au- 
thority or they don’t perceive the authority 
or they don’t have time for the authority,” 
said Aicardi. “It’s not for the Collins Cen- 
ter to comment on, but the reality 1s we 
did not receive the questionnaires filled 
out by the employees in a timely manner. 
That’s the cause of the delay.” 

Aicardi acknowledged that griping 
about the situation benefits no one and 
said she’s optimistic that the partnership 
will be more fruitful going forward. She 
believes, however, that the Collins Center 
has carried the weight. 

“Having said that, we have easily re- 
grouped and are doing draft job descrip- 
tions. You had your opportunity. Now, we 
are going to do a draft and we’re asking 
you to edit it,’ said Aicardi. 

Using information gathered in nearby 
communities, the Collins Center has pre- 
pared a draft job description for each de- 
partment and position that did not respond 
to the questionnaire. 

She said that the Hampden’s diffused 
government makes it difficult to identify 
what each employee’s responsibilities are. 

“The blessing and curse of a small 
town is you have many people wearing 
different hats,” said Aicardi, referencing 
an employee who has “tentacles” in mul- 
tiple departments. “It became very clear 
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from the interviews that were conducted 
and the questionnaires we filled out that, 
even within the select board’s function, 
there’s a little bit of a lack of clarity.” 

Corbo noted that the scenario isn’t all 
negative. For many years, Hampden town 
employees have gone above and beyond 
their job descriptions in an effort to con- 
tribute to the success of the municipality. 

“Hampden is certainly lucky to have 
employees who are wanting to help out,” 
said Corbo. “You'll see that their jobs 
have evolved because they’ve given a little 
here — they’ve seen a need and jumped in. 
They’ve taken on additional duties. Part of 
the study is really to look at the position 
as it 1s; not as it was, maybe, when that 
employee was hired.” 

Despite the reliable track record of 
tenured and passionate workers, Hamp- 
den must be able to decipher the purview 
of each department, according to the Col- 
lins Center associates, and responsibilities 
of municipal employees must be clearly 
outlined in order to ensure the town’s 
long-term health. 

Before exiting Monday evening’s vir- 
tual meeting, Aicardi saluted all those 
who currently work for the town, given 
the current sense of ambiguity that she 
feels exists in Town Hall. 

“The beauty is that you have incred- 
ibly dedicated, almost foolish employ- 
ees, who love what they do for the great 
money that they earn, doing the work that 
you need to do for the municipality,” said 
Aicardi. 

Select board member John Flynn said 
he questioned Aicardi’s choice of words. 
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WPL will hold Weiss Financial 
Ratings Workshop Jan. 19 





WILBRAHAM - On Tuesday, Jan. 
19 at 6 p.m., Paige Grillo will offer a vir- 
tual workshop about the Weiss Financial 
Ratings online database for Wilbraham 
Public Library. 

Concerned about your personal in- 
vestments? Join the library for this 
workshop about the Weiss Financial 
Ratings database (available online 
through the library) with Paige Grillo. 
Weiss offers independent and unbiased 
ratings that consumers can use to de- 
termine the financial stability of many 
different organizations. Whether it’s 
stocks, mutual funds, banks, or insur- 
ance companies, find out how to easily 
discover a company’s financial stability 


by using this accessible database. 

Grillo will demonstrate how to cre- 
ate an account, set up a watchlist for 
individual organizations, and create re- 
search tools to determine organizations’ 
financial soundness. 

Grillo is an Account Manager at 
Weiss Financial Ratings & Grey House 
Publishing. She is excited to share her 
knowledge of this important consumer 
product with the community. 

This is a virtual program; registration 
iS necessary in order to participate. To 
register, please call the library at (413) 
596-6141 or online at www.wilbraham- 
library.org. 





Wilbraham Public Library virtual program, 
‘Once Upon an Organized House’ 


WILBRAHAM -— On Tuesday, Jan. 
26 at 6 p.m., professional organizer Jen- 
na Elliot will offer an online workshop 
for Wilbraham Public Library about 
how to make the most out of time spent 
at home. 

Would you like to make the best use 
of your own time and personal space? 
Jenna Elliot, an artist and professional 
organizer, will offer some great insights! 

Jenna, who owns her own business, 


has been an organizer and re-designer 
for 17 years. She works with a variety 
of clients, both in the office and in the 
home. This fun and interactive work- 
shop will get you focused on your orga- 
nizing goals. 

This is a virtual workshop; regis- 
tration is necessary in order to partici- 
pate. To register, please call the library 
at (413) 596-6141 or visit the library’s 
website at www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. 


Saint Mary’s Cemetery closed for burials until April 


HAMPDEN -— Saint Mary’s Cem- 
etery on Scantic Road in Hampden is 
closed for burials as of Dec. 1. It will 
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resume burials on April 1, 2021. The 
cemetery remains open from dawn to 
dusk daily for visitation. 
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HIKING IN WINTER 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


A local couple’s journey through the White Mountains 


By Julie Midura 


So, you want to hike in winter? 

The “N.H. 48” is a list of New Hampshire’s 
tallest peaks which meet or exceed 4,000 feet of 
elevation. In 1957, a group of outdoor enthusiasts 
decided to create a club which would keep track 
of and recognize every hiker who climbed all 48 
mountains. Once a hiker finishes hiking all 48 
peaks, he or she may apply to become a member 
of the White Mountain 4,000 Footer Club. My 
husband Tom and I completed the list in Sep- 
tember 2018. Since it’s inception, approximately 
15,200 hikers have become members of the club. 

However, there is a separate winter award 
given to those who complete all 48 4,000 foot- 
ers during the winter season. Due to the inherent 
risks and potential dangers that exist while hiking 
in the mountain region that has a reputation for 
having the worst weather in the world, only 843 
hikers have been recognized as having completed 
the list in the winter months. While Tom and I 
initially decided that only those who suffer with 
some form of insanity would attempt such a feat, 
we have since joined the ranks of those who think 
climbing a 4,000-foot-tall mountain in winter 
would be “fun.” 

So with the winter season upon us, we headed 
to New Hampshire last week for our second at- 
tempt to reach the summit of Mt. Cabot. In Feb- 
ruary 2018, we turned back in defeat just three 
tenths of a mile from the summit due to thigh- 
high snowdrifts, wind chills in the negative thir- 
ties, and early signs of frostbite. It would have 
been our tenth Winter 4K at the time... but the 
mountain clearly had other plans. 

The mountains have taught us many lessons 
in the years since that day, and with each as- 
cent- whether successful or not- we continue to 
learn. Our successes and failures have helped us 
become better equipped and more prepared for 
whatever the mountain throws at us. If you hike 
during winter, whether to the summit of a moun- 
tain or on a hike in the valley, you may appreciate 
these hard-earned lessons; 

Always check the weather before you venture 
outdoors, but be prepared for the unexpected. 
More often than not, the actual weather that we 
encounter is not what is forecasted. 

Set a cutoff limit regarding temps. We’ve 
decided that we won’t hike when the wind chill 
temperature at the summit is below negative 15 
degrees. Know your personal comfort level. 

Winter legs are earned... not given. It takes 
several hikes before your legs become condi- 
tioned for the rigors of hiking in snowshoes, 


Letters /o the Editor 


Thank you to 
Hampden Senior 
Center 


As the last year has come to a close, I 
would be remiss if I did not give a SHOUT 
OUT to the staff and volunteers of the Hamp- 
den Senior Center for what they have done 
since the pandemic started. 

They started a Grab-and-Go lunch pro- 
gram with hot meals twice a week and cold 
meals twice a week. 

They also made two fabulous holiday 
meals, including one for Thanksgiving — tur- 
key with all the fixing — and for Christmas, it 
was cheese lasagna with salad and cake. 

Also, they did not forget the veterans. It 
was not the usual breakfast. It was a drive- 
through with a lot of thank yous and a gift of 
a nice key chain. 

Through the year, they had small give- 
aways during the Grab-and-Go lunches. They 
also had ice cream. 

[ read that they are already putting togeth- 
er special days in the beginning of 2021. 

Thanks for the good work. Keep it up. 
The work you are doing to keep everything 
normal is excellent and thoughtful. 


Joseph Lawrence, Hampden 








Julie and Tom Midura on the summit of 4,170- 
foot Mt. Cabot. Courtesy photos 


crampons, and micro-spikes. Lower your expec- 
tations regarding the mileage you will be able to 
complete on your first few hikes of the season. 

Carrying extra gear in winter is worth the 
sense of security in knowing that we could sur- 
vive an unexpected night on the mountain if we 
had to. Don’t be so self-assured to think, “That 
will NEVER happen to me.” It can. (Tom nev- 
er imagined he’d break his fibula coming off of 
Bondcliff — until he did.) 

Use Nalgene bottles for your water in win- 
ter rather than hydration bladders, which tend to 
freeze solid in cold temps. Place them in either 
an insulated holder or in a thick wool sock. Fill 
the bottles with hot water so they don’t freeze as 
quickly. Place them upside down in your pack, 
since ice forms from the top down. Pro-tip: If 
you’re clumsy- as I am- place a silicone straw in 
the bottle to sip from so that you don’t spill water 
all over yourself when you lift the bottle to your 
mouth. (Not that that has ever happened to me!) 

Always carry your phone. Either place it in a 
pocket close to your body, or place a foot warmer 
on it to prevent the battery from dying. 

Be prepared to turn back if the weather turns 
bad. No mountain is worth risking your health or 
life for. 

If you hike in winter, I highly recommend the 
book, “The Last Traverse,” by Ty Gagne. It’s a 
true story of two hikers who attempted a traverse 
of Franconia Ridge in New Hampshire in winter 
when a storm blew in. We’ve already hiked that 
ridge in winter, but reading that book has com- 
pelled us to add several additional pieces of emer- 
gency gear to our winter arsenal. 

In addition to the ten essentials that we car- 
ry year round, in winter we carry a lightweight 
emergency tarp, camp stove, a neoprene face 
mask, extra hat, extra mittens, extra socks, hand/ 
foot and body warmers, a z-rest sleep pad cut in 


half, ski goggles, a battery pack to recharge our 
phones, spare batteries for our headlamp, and an 
emergency locator beacon. 

Accidents happen, but I don’t want a poor 
decision on my part to be the reason that mem- 
bers of a search and rescue party risk their own 
lives. What we do is inherently risky. It’s up to 
us to minimize those risks by being prepared. Es- 
pecially in winter- when a mistake can make the 
difference between life and death- it’s crucial to 
make wise choices and trust your instincts. 

Our second winter attempt of Mt. Cabot was 
a successful one this time. Unlike the sunny skies 
that the weather forecast predicted, we hiked in a 
snow globe all day, and the summit temps were 
in the single digits. The added bonus was that we 
had to smack our feet against rocks 3,685 times- 
or thereabouts- in order to remove the baseball 
sized ice clumps that continuously formed on the 
bottom of our micro-spikes due to all of the water 
beneath the fresh coating of snow. But we made 
it to the summit, reaching our 35th mountain on 
the list during winter. 

We hope to complete the remaining 4K’s by 
the end of the season. I am approaching the fi- 
nal thirteen with slight trepidation. Those that 
remain are the “big ones.’ They either require 
a lengthy road walk, are incredibly steep, or are 
above tree line and exposed to the elements for 
a prolonged period of time. Mt. Washington, the 
highest mountain in New England, is one that we 
still need to climb. “The Rock Pile,” as it is af- 
fectionately called, is known for having the worst 
weather in the world. The winter conditions on 
Washington’s summit rival those found on Mt. 
Everest. 

However, we have a huge amount of respect, 
both for the mountains we plan to climb, and for 
the weather that we may encounter. We have seen 
the list and have read the reports of those who 
have succumbed to the elements in the White 
Mountain Region. 

We are no match against the limitless power 
of the mountains. In a battle of wills, we will not 
win. We realize that they have no concern for our 
welfare. We know how insignificant and incon- 
sequential we are in the shadow of the mountain. 
We are aware of the power of nature’s fury as we 
enter her space. We will heed her warnings. We 
will bow to her fluctuating moods. We will leave 
if she tells us that she doesn’t want us there. 

We must, if we are to continue to rise to meet 
the mountaintops. 

Peace, and hike on! 


Fun finding flowers 


ne might say I have a soft spot for heir- 
()i= flowers. Learning about these 

antiques as a twenty-something when I 
started working at Old Sturbridge Village like- 
ly set the stage for what I dub a long-term love 
affair. Just today I placed orders for seeds of 
my favorites, among the many are a number 
of foxglove and pink species. Read on to learn 
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about the cream of the crop of cottage garden 
favorites. 

There has always been a secretive side to 
foxgloves, due in part to an unusual name and 
the potent medicine that is obtained from the 
plant. Legend has it that foxglove was derived 
from “‘folk’s glove’, folks referring to the elves 


Please see GARDEN, page 7 
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son. The total budget for school athletics is $403,000. 

“Coaching always involves a lot of prep work,’ Os- 
borne said of the proposal to keep coaching stipends 
at 75% of the contracted amounts. “Just understand- 
ing that and realizing that, we also want to think about 
the fiscal solvency of everything and not take too big a 
loss.” 

Roy, who also attended the committee meeting, said 
there could be other fundraising opportunities. For in- 
stance, the athletics department raised about $8,000 for 
fall athletics by creating and selling “’Chaug Strong” 
apparel, where $10 from the sale of every shirt directly 
helped fund fall sports and the extra staffing that was 
needed to help with health and safety guidelines. 


District cautious about strategic plan 


The district will be developing a new strategic plan 
to look at its strengths and weaknesses, committee 
member Bill Bontempi said. 

The last strategic plan was completed around 2006. 
But completion of the new plan could be temporarily on 
hold, due to pending litigation with the Town of Hamp- 
den over the closure of the Thornton W. Burgess school. 

“Under the advisement of our counsel, we were 
urged to suspend the strategic plan, since it probably 
wouldn’t be a good idea to be airing our weaknesses in 
public,” he said. “With the pending litigation, it could 
be giving something to the plaintiff.” 

The strategic plan will be “crucial” before the dis- 
trict’s return to full in-person learning, Bontempi said; 
however, that will likely not be until September at the 
earliest. 

But court dockets have been delayed due to the pan- 
demic. A new discovery date for the case has been set 
for February, and it’s possible there could be a court 
date in June or July, but Bontempi said his sources in 
the court system indicated the backlog of cases is so 
huge, most probably won’t hit a docket until 2022. 

“T think that’s unacceptably long,’ Bontempi said. 

Bontempi reached out to the Hampden Board of Se- 
lectmen Chair, Donald Davenport, about the possibility 
of talking and reaching a conclusion out of court but 
said he hadn’t heard back from Davneport yet. 

Various committee members and Ganem said they 
hope to get the ball rolling on the strategic plan in order 
to look at initiatives to implement before schools return 
to full in-person learning. 

“Over the next couple weeks, the next couple 
months, our job is going to be to reach out to (Commu- 
nity members) and get some input,’ Bontempi said. “If 
you want to talk about vocational training in the district, 
school-to-career programs, remote models within the 
high school — anything we want to talk about, we can 
certainly brig to the table.” 

Committee vice-chair Maura Ryan said incorporat- 
ing more technology could be helpful moving forward, 
such as figuring out the best way to hold Zoom commit- 
tee meetings that allow for live audience participation. 

The district could also attract more students by 
offering a more robust remote platform; for instance, 
allowing Minnechaug students to take Latin, Italian or 
other courses offered by schools in Springfield or near- 
by towns, which Bontempi said could result in “hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars coming back into the dis- 
ig (6) 

But he emphasized that now’s the time to get those 
plans in place, “when everything’s in disarray, before 
things start falling down to the ground.” 

Ganem said he agreed. 

“(The strategic plan) is something we believed in, 
it’s something we started, and we need to get rolling on 
that again.” 


Bus drivers furloughed 
during temporary closures 


Members also discussed a mandate from the Low- 
er Pioneer Valley Educational Collaborative — the 
district’s transportation coordinator — which recently 
stipulated that after three consecutive days of remote 
learning, Hampden- Wilbraham school bus drivers will 
be furloughed. 

Most committee members said they were unaware 
of the mandate and wondered why the decision was 
made without consulting the district first. 

“They were adamant against (furloughing driv- 
ers), said committee member Sean Kennedy. “They 
(said previously) they felt they would lose most of 
their drivers... what changed their minds? I thought 
there would’ve been more communications.” 

“*T think it speaks to the point they were listening to 
with what we said months ago” about saving money in 
the district through furloughs, Bontempi said. “I think 
we should meet with them and find out, what were the 
stipulations of the contract that would dictate how they 
manage (bus) drivers?” 

Ganem said he invited the LPVEC’s new director 
to join the committee’s next meeting or transportation 
subcommittee meeting. 
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Holyoke Parade Committee postpones 2021 parade 


HOLYOKE -— Since the cancel- 
lation of the 69" annual Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Parade last March, Officers 
of the Committee have had numer- 
ous conversations with city health 
and public safety officials. 

All were hopeful that the 
COVID-19 health pandemic would 
have subsided, and it would be safe 
to gather in large numbers again. 
Unfortunately, that is not the case. 
Although some have been able to ob- 
tain the COVID-19 vaccine, it is not 
yet widely distributed enough. The 
health and safety of first responders, 
parade spectators and parade partic- 
ipants are the committee’s primary 
concern, the group said in a state- 
ment. 

In observance of the public health 
circumstances, the Parade Commit- 


tee voted at its Jan. 3 virtual meet- 
ing to “suspend all in-person Parade 
activities through the end of March 
2021”. As a result of this vote, the 
2020-2021 Parade will be postponed 
until 2022. 

“This was not an easy decision to 
make’, said Marc Joyce, 2020-2021 
parade president. “We understand 
that many will be saddened, but we 
need to do what is best for our com- 
munity. We will march again and 
we will have much to celebrate over 
homecoming weekend in 2022.” 

“T would like to sincerely thank 
the many people who have contacted 
us over the past year. The Committee 
is comprised of 200-plus members 
who work all year long to put on, 
what we believe, is the best St. Pat- 
rick’s Parade in the country. I would 


like to thank all of them for their 
efforts in helping to carry-out this 
celebrated tradition. The Committee 
would also like to acknowledge the 
City of Holyoke and our many spon- 
sors, without whose assistance and 
cooperation the Parade would not be 
possible year-after-year.” 

The St. Patrick’s Committee of 
Holyoke will “hold-over’ the 2020 
Award Recipients and Colleens in 
order to celebrate them on March 
20, 2022 at the 69" annual Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Parade. Current Parade 
Committee Officers and members of 
the Board of Directors, as present- 
ly constituted, will continue in the 
Same capacities through the 2021- 
2022 Parade Season. 





GARDEN from page 6 


and fairies of country lore. Another 
legend tells that the fox needed mag- 
ical gloves to steal a chicken or two. 
A less fanciful explanation traces 
glove to gleow in Old English; a gle- 
ow was an ancient mu- 
sical instrument made 
of bells suspended from 

a curved frame. I think 
the description fits the 
look pretty accurately! 
The following species 

I grow with success; 
please use caution 
when planting around 
children due to poison- 
ous properties. 

Native to Western 
Europe, the common 
foxglove (Digitalis pur- 
pura) has had a place in 
North American gardens since its in- 
troduction during colonial times. Tall 
purple spikes grace rise from basal 
foliage and make a strong state- 
ment in the June garden in sun or 
part shade, fertile ground. Although 
biennial, this species will self-seed 
prolifically. Try ‘alba’ for a all white 
strain. 

There are other, more subtle spe- 
cies of foxglove worthy of a home 
in your garden. One of my top picks 
is the Rusty Foxglove (Digitalis fer- 
ruginea). Small flowers the color of 
liquid gold bloom up three to six-feet 
stems late in the summer. Although 
touted as being a biennial this spe- 
cies has happily returned for sever- 
al years in my part shade, moisture 
retentive location. The yellow fox- 
glove (D. grandiflora) is a reliable 
perennial, shorter than most, only 24 
to 30 inches tall and blooming a soft 
yellow in early June. This species 
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USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER 
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TURKEY BREAST 


USDA INSP STORE MADE ITALIAN MARINATED 2 


BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST. * 


USDA INSP 20 OZ. 


HUMMEL BROS. KIELBASA 


USDA INSP STORE MADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED $929 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS. 
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Roberta McQuaid 


a liam, (Dianthus barba- 
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TAILGATE’SPECIALS | 


also prefers part shade and adequate 
moisture. The Grecian foxglove (D. 
lanata), a true biennial, has grayish 
flowers, blooming in July up three- 
foot stems. The straw foxglove (D. 
lutea) begins relatively short in stat- 
ure but after three or four years can 
get quite tall at four feet. 
Its creamy flowers are a 
mere %4 inches and are 
quite unusual, but lovely, 
and return year after year. 

Now on to the pinks. 
Everyone knows what a 
florist carnation smells 
like, flowery with a hint 
of cloves. Imagine it, but 
reduce the scale of the 
flower size and loosen 
the head a bit and you 
will be on to Sweet Wil- 


tus). Prized by florists for 
its clustered, richly scented three- 
inch flower heads, seen in white, 
magenta, salmon and pretty bicolors. 
Technically a biennial, Sweet Wil- 
liam will occasionally return for a 
third or fourth year of bloom but will 
likely be spindly at best. 

Dianthus gratianopolitanus is a 
mouthful for a plant better known 
as Cheddar Pink. Settle for a few 
quarter-sized fragrant pink blooms 
in year one, but by mid-June of the 
second year of the plant, it will be 
at least a foot to 15 inches wide by 
eight inches tall with flowers too nu- 
merous to count. Each individual 
floret is composed of five flat petals 
that get a bit deeper in tone near the 
center and tatter somewhat at the 
edge. Curly stamens popping up in 
the middle add to the interest. 

Pheasant-Eye or Cottage Pink, 
(Dianthus plumarius), is less _be- 
haved than it cousin. The silver fo- 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF STRIPLOIN 
STEAKS 
“qi 


liage has a tendency bend and grow 
in funny, rambling angles, making 
it a great candidate for draping over 
the edge of a raised border or rock 
wall. The flowers are fragrant still, 
but less prolific than those of Ched- 
dar Pink. Similar in appearance too, 
except that they have an even more 
pronounced, dark eye against white, 
light pink and deep pink petals- giv- 
ing it the name Pheasant-Eye! 

The last pretty pink [ll mention 
today is Fringed or Superb Pink 
(Dianthus superbus). It differs from 
Clove and Pheasant Eye in that its 
foliage 1s green and less spiky, more 
grass-like. And while the others 
top off under a foot, Fringed Pink 
grows two feet tall or taller. Light 
pink or purple flowers are deeply 
fringed, giving them a very delicate 
appearance that is best admired (and 
sniffed!) up close. 

Many of these Dianthus and 
Digitalis species are available by 
seed through JL Hudson, Seedsman 
(www.jlhudsonseeds.net) and Rich- 
ters (www.richters.com). Plants are 
easy to grow, best started indoors in 
late February. Pinks prefer to sprout 
off-heat, but foxgloves benefit from 
heating cables. Light will aid in ger- 
mination for both types; simply press 
the seed into the soil surface and do 
not cover. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated 
from the Stockbridge School of Ag- 
riculture at the University of Massa- 
chusetts. For the last 28 years, she 
has held the position of staff horti- 
culturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 
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Springfield 
413-737-1288 


Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 


BAG 
SALE DATES: 
1/14/21 - 1/20/21 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION » SERVICE 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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Locals play with their furry friends at Fountain Park on Jan. 8. Photo by David Miles. 
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The grand opening of 
Common Grounds Cafe 
on Jan. 8. The cafe is now 
under new ownership. 
Photo by David Miles. 


Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
prepare to drive through 
Hampden’s Holiday 
Parade on Dec. 12, 
spreading cheer with 
help from many local 
volunteers, library 

and fire department 
personnel. Courtesy photo. 





The Hampden Free Public 
Library and town fire 
department held a Holiday 
Parade on Dec. 12. 

Courtesy photo. 


Hayley Procon and Kristen Litwin with Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo at the ribbon ct 
purchased by the mother-daughter team. Photo by David Miles. 











as 
‘ay GENA MAPPLETHORPE 
Ms . Realtor 
NUze Cell: (413) 222-9883 
KN 2341 Boston Road 
re HUNT REATTY Wilbraham, MA — 
isa ASSOCIATES GenaMARealtor@gmail.com 
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on January 22. 





Love, Zachary, Cosita, and the rest of the Kent family. 


Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


Please send to elinscott@turley.com 


Hampden fire trucks lit up for the holiday parade, 
organized by the Hampden Free Public Library and the 
Hampden Fire Department, on Dec. 12. Courtesy photo. 





itting ceremony for Common Grounds Cafe, which was recently 
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Current restrictions could severely limit fans at winter sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Depending on a 
town’s individual situation, win- 
ter schedules have begun formu- 
lating in high school boys and 
girls basketball, swimming, and 
boys and girls ice hockey. 

One thing various schools 
will be navigating very carefully 
or not at all is the ability to have 
fans in high school gymnasiums. 


Due to the space confines 
and the need to keep students in 
smaller groups, it is almost cer- 
tain there will be no fans at swim 
meets, but there could be fans at 
some high school gymnasiums 
and possibly at ice hockey rinks. 

However, under the current 
restrictions by Gov. Charlie Bak- 
er, it may not be possible. 

During the fall season, the in- 
door gathering size got as large 
as 50 people during the most 


advance phase of the gover- 
nor’s re-opening plan. But with 
thousands and thousands of new 
cases each day coming off the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays, Baker has shrunk the 
maximum gathering size indoors 
to just 10 people. 

While schools were exempt- 
ed or had orders modified, it is 
not clear, according to the Mas- 
sachusetts website, how it will 
apply to fans at high school 


games. Baker did say at a press 
conference last week that the 10 
or less guideline did not apply to 
schools with data showing that 
school could take place safely. 

During the fall season, only 
girls volleyball was held indoors. 
A few schools did allow just one 
or two fans per home team play- 
er to be in the gymnasium and 
social distancing and face cov- 
erings were required at all times 
while indoors. 


Outdoors, most schools al- 
lowed home fans up to a certain 
number or issued two or three 
passes to players and only those 
with passes were allowed inside 
venues. A few schools, citing 
a lack of ability to control the 
crowds, were forced to bar fans 
completely in order to allow 
games to be played. 

Holyoke was the first school 


Please see WINTER, page 11 


Counting app ‘pitched’ to baseball committee 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — While some sports 
are struggling to be able to just 
take place, there is hope that 
spring sports like softball, la- 
crosse, and baseball will be able 
to have somewhat of a normal 
season. 

With that discussion, the 
Baseball Committee of the Mas- 
sachusetts Interscholastic Athlet- 
ic Association has begun further 


discussions about the uniform re- 
cord-keeping of pitching. 

A couple of years ago, the 
MIAA agreed to institute pitch 
counts in high school baseball. 

One of the most glaring 
changes high school coaches will 
have to deal with is a pitch count, 
which would require a pitcher to 
come out of a game once he reach- 
es 115 pitches, and then require at 
least four days of rest before that 
individual can pitch again. There 
are other rest requirements for 
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between appearances. File photos 


smaller numbers of pitches. 

For South Hadley High School 
coach Matt Foley, he wonders 
how the pitch count rule is going 
to be enforced. 

“The MIAA is going to need a 
system of reporting,” said Foley. 
“But the two sides are going need 
to agree on pitch counts during 
the game.” 

Teams will need to have in- 
dividuals be responsible for 
keeping accurate pitch count, 
and new South Hadley Athletic 








Director Eric Castonguay says 
there is supposed to be an online 
reporting system for pitch counts 
through the MIAA. 

“Pitch counts are supposed to 
go to Athletic Directors, who will 
place them online,” Castonguay 
said not long after the rule was 
passed. 

At a recent Baseball Commit- 
tee meeting, Change Up, a phone 
app, was presented to commit- 
tee members and is an official 
“PitchSmart’” USA Baseball-cer- 
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Smaller schools like Monson 
could struggle with pitch- 
counting due to a smaller pool of 
players to choose from. 


tified applications. 

The app itself is very sim- 
ple. It provides a comprehensive 
tracking of a player’s pitching ac- 
tivity across a season. 

One huge benefit is that is has 
automated reporting to a data- 
base for the National Federation 
of High Schools. The MIAA re- 


cently adopted NFHS rules in 
nearly all sports, including base- 
ball. While the app supposedly 
provides analytics in regards to 
safety, durability, and effective- 
ness of a given pitcher, it’s most 
important factor for high school 
teams is the ability to document 
pitch counts and provide access 
for all teams to access any team’s 
current pitch status. 

While it is very unlikely a high 
school coach will be concerned 
with the analytics portion of an 
athlete’s pitching performances, 
it will help them determine which 
pitchers can be used and for how 
long in a given game. It will also 
allow for pitching planning to 
take place, especially for a team 
that may have three to four games 
in a given week. 

The pitch counting rule is 
supposed to in full effect in 2021 
whenever the season begins. The 
app is utilized in many states, in- 
cluding most of the Northeast. 

If the MIAA reaches a deal 
for the app, it would address the 
concerns of Foley and many other 
high school coaches. 

There is still some criticism 
over how the rule could hamper 
smaller schools in Division 4, 
potentially crippling programs 
and crippling developmental pro- 
grams like junior varsity as high 
school coaches could be forced to 
use extra pitchers from junior var- 
sity teams to meet the pitch count 
requirements. 

American Legion teams in 
Western Massachusetts utilized 
pitch counts in the 2019. Pitch 
counts were agreed to by both 
teams during games and tracked 
via the Legion’s website. 





Granite series adds trip to New London 


WALPOLE, N.H. — Granite 
State Pro Stock Series officials 
announced on Saturday a trip to 
New London-Waterford Speed- 
bowl has been set for Saturday, 
July 24. The race was originally 
listed as a TBA on the schedule, 
announced on Dec. 10, but has 
now been sealed up. 

The New  London-Water- 
ford event is part of a 15-race 


announced slate for the New 
Hampshire based touring series 
for the new calendar year. The 
.375-mile asphalt oval, located 
in Waterford, Connecticut, will 
mark the second stop in the nut- 
meg state, as the first will come 
in the season-opener as_ part 
of the NAPA Spring Sizzler at 
Stafford Motor Speedway on 
April 24. 


The New London- Waterford 
race will help begin the second 
half of the season in the hunt to 
crown a champion. 

“Adding this date at Water- 
ford truly gives our schedule 
a mix of everything for 2021,” 
Mike Parks, president of the 
Granite State Pro Stock Series, 
said. “Waterford has become 
one of the tracks that always 


brings out the top Pro Stock tal- 
ent. We’re looking forward to 
heading back to Connecticut.” 
In the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, GSPSS 
teams competed at New Lon- 
don-Waterford twice in 2020. 
Joey Pole was crowned the 
champion in October -- scoring 
a victory in the process -- while 
Seekonk Speedway regular Da- 


vid Darling dominated the Sep- 
tember event en route to Victory 
Lane. 

For more information on 
the Granite State Pro Stock Se- 
ries, visit the series on the web 
at gspss.net or follow on social 
media via Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. 





Sign-ups now 
available for 2021 
Relics softball 


é ‘ 





submitted photo 
The Western Mass Relics has opened registration for 
the 2021 Senior Softball Season. The Silver Division 
(age 50 to 64) has filled 36 of the 112 spots and the 
Gold Division (65-and-up) has filled 32 of the 96 spots. 
The registrations are accepted on a first come first 
serve basis. All our games are played at the Fish & 
Game in Ludlow. For further information or to register 
go to http://www.westernmassrelics.org. 





WINTER from page 10 


to be forced to shut down sports due to COVID-related 
issues. Chicopee, Ludlow, and Wilbraham also experi- 
enced similar shutdowns. 

Ice hockey is scheduled to begin as well, with are- 
nas including Fitzpatrick, Olympia Ice Center, and 
Smead hosting a limited number of games. There are 
only 40 players allowed to participate in games, and it 
is unclear how many people the arenas will allow to 
attend games, especially with teams sharing home ice. 

Fans should check with their child’s individual 
schools in order to find out what rules will be in place 
for fans. 

Playing of games could take place around Jan. 21 
and about 10 to 12 contests are planned for basketball 
and hockey. There will be no tournaments for winter 
season sports. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twit- 
kop@turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends, volunteers and patrons. 


Hours: 


Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wea. 10am - 4pm 
hvnss WO neies tain ROAtti=anait 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 
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New umpires needed for 2021 season 


REGION — The Western Massa- 
chusetts Baseball Umpire Associa- 
tion is looking for individuals who 
are interested in umpiring baseball at 
the high school and youth level. The 
WMBUA services high school base- 
ball and various other leagues in the 
Greater Springfield area/ Hampden 
County. 

The WMBUA’s first year mem- 


bers class will be held for roughly 
five to six weeks, beginning in Feb- 
ruary. The class dates right now are 
fluid as the organization monitors 
what happens with the COVID-19 
pandemic. Class is usually one or 
two nights per week from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. 

The class takes place in the 
First Baptist Church of East Long- 


meadow’s classrooms at 50 Parker 
Street. Classes may also be virtual if 
COVID-19 does not allow for in-per- 
son meetings. 

If you are interested in taking 
the classes, contact Chris Meffen, 
the WMBUA Secretary, via email 
at cmeffen8017@ gmail.com or visit 
the WMBUA website at http://wm- 
bua.org. 





Pioneers 


LUDLOW -— Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a 
soccer clinic in Pelham, MA for 
players in the Massachusetts North 
Region. The fall clinic provides 
off-season training and skill develop- 
ment by WUP FC coaches. There are 
two sessions available. sign up for 
one or both. It makes a great holiday 
gift for friends and family members. 

This program is offered to boys 
and girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 


to host Pelham clinic 


2013, and 2014. The four-week 
program includes one practice 
per week for a total of $65 per ses- 
sion ($130 for 2 sessions). Sessions 
will consist of a max of 15 players 
per field (COVID regulation for the 
players’ safety). 

SESSION 1: MONDAYS 1/25, 
2/1, and 2/8 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 


and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 
3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pel- 
ham Elementary School at 45 Am- 
herst Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 





Wilbraham Library 
Winter Reading Challenge 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham public Library’s 


SJB Nursery School 
enrollment season 


LUDLOW -— St. John the Baptist School is current- 


annual Winter Reading Challenge begins Jan. 1 with 2022 


categories for children, teens and — for the first time 


— adults. 


Here’s the challenge: Read one, two or three books 
of your choice and log them online on your Beanstack 


account by Feb. 28. 


Teens and adults will also need to log a review for 


each 


book. Finishers can earn up to three raffle tickets, 


depending on the number of 
books read. 

Raffle prizes include 
gift cards and more. Win- 
ners will be notified start- 
ing March 9. Children and 
teen finishers will also re- 
ceive a free paperback. 

Registration begins 
Jan. 1. If you participated 
in past summer or winter 
reading programs, simply 
log in to your Beanstack 
account. Newcomers will 
be able to create an ac- 
count by clicking on the 
Winter Reading  center- 
piece on the library’s web- 
site. 

There’s also a Bean- 
stack tracker app available 
for download. 

This program is spon- 
sored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Adequate yearly 
progress (abbr.) Say 

4. Silicon Valley’s 
specialty 

8. Gather a harvest 

10. Famed 
mathematician 

11. No (slang) 

12. Students use 
one 

13. Type of 
molecule 

15. Play make- 
believe 

16. Large barrel- 
like containers 


ly accepting registrations for Nursery School for 2021- 


As an integral part of St. John the Baptist School, 


children will benefit from the school’s many offerings: 


Before & After-School Care, Hot Lunch program, Com- 
puter, Art, Music, and Gym. The school has full and half- 


day programs available for children ages three, four and 


five. 


23 


mu 


24. Brew 
25. What ghosts 


26. Geological time 

2/. Focus 

34. Discomfort 

35. A citizen of Iran 

36. Trip 

37. Imitate 

38. Makes happy 

39. Double-reed 
instrument 

40. Body parts 

41. Transgressions 

42. One-time 
emperor of 
Russia 


2. One who 
cultivates a 
small estate 

3. One who 
supports the 
Pope 

4, Annuity 

5. Geological period 

6. Grab onto tightly 

7. Kept 

9. Chinese city 

10. The most direct 
route 

12. Type of tooth 

14.___ kosh, near 
Lake Winnebago 

15. Popular veggie 


Call the school at (413) 583-8550 to learn more and 
schedule a school tour. SJB School...because God creat- 
ed your child to thrive! 


20. Witness 

23. Gives 

24. Expression of 
creative skill 

25. A way to prop up 

26. Midway between 
northeast and 
east 

2/.Winter melon 

28. Supernatural 
power 

29. Target 

30. Threes 

31. A type of poetic 
verse 

32. They make 
some people cry 


33. Kindest 

34. Forman and 
Ventimiglia are 
two 

36. A way to liquefy 


17. Supervises 
interstate 
commerce 

19. Foolish 
behaviors 


17. Touching 43. Time zone 
18. Treats allergies 
21. Calendar month 
22. Single 


23. Cease to live 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 


———— il i Wi lh ili CLUES DOWN | 
= == 1. Used in treating 
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( Proceeds To Benefit the Palmer Public Library 
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HISTORICAL from page 2 


as they journeyed through town 
to the Palmer line with oxen 
pulling the antique cannons. 

More recently Lovejoy was 
the keynote speaker in the kick- 
off of the town’s observance of 
its 250" birthday as a town on a 
frigid New Year’s Eve, 2013. By 
the time his speech was over he 
was almost frozen solid. A hun- 
dred years from now Lovejoy 
will still be remembered. 
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Little Red Schoolhouse 

The secretary of the Wilbra- 
ham Atheneum Society Board of 
Trustees Patricia O’Brien, in the 
middle of the early days of the 





Photo of the Little Red Schoolhouse, taken by Will Barnes in 1955, 
when Millicent Green was the principal. Her husband, Milo Green, 
ran the gas station in the center of town. PHOTO COURTESY OF GREG 
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Gen. Knox drags cannon, in 1776, bound for troops in Boston on the 












coronavirus pandemic, brought popERTs Old Bay Path (modern-day Boston Road in Wilbraham). Knox’s trek 

me a yellowed news clipping was re-enacted in 1976 during the Bicentennial. TIMES FILE PHOTO 

from the Springfield Daily 

News edition of June 25, 1958. 

It had been given to her by her i = 2 

sister Joanne Martin, a Wilbra- Mrs. Green a SPRING LD DAILY NEWS, SPRINGFIELD, MASS, WEDNESD: 
The small building had 


ham native. It was a story about 
the closing of the “Little Red 
Schoolhouse” officially known 
as The Springfield Street School. 

At that time, the Daily News 
was the evening daily newspaper 
and the Morning Union was its 
rival although they were owned 
by the same company and even 
shared the same desks in the 
downtown newsrooms. After 
the staff went home, the other 
newspaper’s editors and report- 
ers came in to occupy the same 
space. 

Oldtimers might remember 
that the Daily News Wilbraham 
correspondent was Fred Reidy. 
He contended for news cover- 
age with my mother. They were 


been a school for 53 years. The 
schoolhouse, although it still ex- 
ists today as the home of Wilbra- 
ham Cable Access Television, 
was the last of its kind; small 
wooden structures that had been 
replaced by bricks and mor- 
tar buildings such as Memorial 
School after World War II, and 
Stony Hill, Mile Tree, the Mid- 
dle School and two iterations of 
Minnechaug buildings. 

Also, the last of her kind, 
Mrs. Millicent G. Green was the 
school’s last principal. Green’s 
husband, Milo Green, ran the gas 
Station in the center of town, now 
called Purr-Fect Auto. 

When the school closed Mrs. 


With 3-Room School’s Battle Against Cen-|— 


tralized Education 





covers half a century, 
To Mrs. Millicent G. Green,} 


ee —_ 


proved 









Wilbraham’s ‘Red Schoolhouse’ | 
Gives Up the Fight After 53 Years ro 


that the high standard of achieve-| | 
ment at Springfield St, School has! | 
that point, 

Teachers’ Duties Were Heavy 
Among other things that Mrs. 


SE 


Day’s Done for 













“ ¢ 
’ 

| Se ; 

§ 


&| Wilbraham, J 
building, will 
| appearance b 






" 










 25—This town’s “little red schoolhouse,” officially known aa the Springfield St, 
he used for public school classes when the fall term opens, It’s apie and span. 

es its 53 years and generations of pupils taught there cherish many fond memories 

associated with it. »" 


3-Year-Old Red Schoolhouse | 







News clipping from June 25, 


friends but fierce competitors. oe aks pa tO a MRS, MILLICENT @, GREEN portation was, never x'prohier, 1958 Springfield Daily News 
$ rn nthe) hheew tiedlar ,}Children walked to and from| + H 
My mother use to courier rsd A panigiage ia - UInodern buildings of "steel and school each day. many from as featuring the closure of the 
and serve e school distric ; 


her typewritten news copy to the 
downtown Springfield news of- 
fice on an Interstate Bus. After 
the bus stopped in front of our 
house on Main Street, she would 
hand the driver an envelope ad- 
dressed to the night editor at the 
Union in the newsroom every 
night. 

I believe that Fred Reidy had 
written that June 25, 1958 news 
story although back then news- 
papers did not give their report- 
ers bylines like they do now in 
the daily Republican or in the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Times. 

In his story Reidy wrote that 
the schoolhouse was built in 
1905 at a cost of $5,000, includ- 
ing the purchase of the land from 
Mrs. Mary Gurney on which 
it stood. As a reference, at that 
period in history President The- 
odore Roosevelt mediated the 
Treaty of Portsmouth ending the 
Russo-Japanese War, Ty Cobb 
began his Major League career 
with the Detroit Tigers and Rich- 
ard Strauss wrote the opera “Sa- 
lome” in Dresden. 





as a handwriting supervisor. In 
Reidy’s story he mentions she 
was a graduate of North Adams 
Normal School and had the rare 
experience of being her own 
daughter’s teacher. She was also 
my father’s teacher and often 
disciplined him and his rowdy 
buddies such as Red Herter and 
Harold Thurlow, members of the 
Greatest Generation. 

Mrs. Green was my _ hand- 
writing teacher when [ attended 
Memorial School. I remember 
her as rather stern woman but 
Reidy’s article offset my impres- 
sions when he quoted her as hav- 
ing the love and respect of her 
pupils. 

My father, Francis Bennett, 
and his friends use to tell me sto- 
ries about when she slapped their 
wrists with a ruler or sent them 
to stand out in the hallway for 
misbehaving. 

She told Reidy that she had 
“Fond memories of the school- 
house’s three small rooms, and 
recollected some 1,000 young- 
sters whom she taught in the lo- 


ee ae closing is pf great Sig-!braham line. 


Sunday school classes, he 


a 
* Aire 4 ic. 
deynted her Jifetime| were no public relationg problems 


tothe ‘te hing of generations of |i, those davs 
° ‘ ys,’ she added. ii 
Fs st dren vee and} Since the F cupretielecion of} hb 


P affection. She , 


teaser er finet wuotine 
cal school system from 1921 to 
1925 and from 1938 to the pres- 
ent time.” Mrs. Green taught all 
Grades | through 6. 

Her philosophy, she told 
Reidy, was “A good _ school 
could be had, even though it met 
in a barn, if the teaching person- 
nel was adequate.” She felt her 
values at the Little Red School- 
house had that high standard of 
achievement and proved that 
point. 

Students at the schoolhouse 
walked to and from school every 
day; some came from as far as 
the Wilbraham-Hampden Line. 
Teachers of that era were expect- 
ed to take part in town activities 
such as Memorial Day. Some 
taught Sunday School and were 
members of the Grange. “There 
were no public relations prob- 
lems in those days,’ she told 
Reidy. 


Tiny Scrap of Paper 
Back a few years ago, as 
editor of the Times, I was in- 
terviewing a resident, the late 
Carolyn Zawacki, on a story 
about her job as a Senior Tax 
Write-Off worker for the town. 


Teachers of that| i 
era, she said, were expected ta! c 


Taught Pupil's Grandson take part j init 
Fy rally Rens part in town activities such 
nee 1921, Mrs. Green, the for-/as on Memorial Day: to tench ' 
Millicent Galusha, a gradu- - ; 
“ of Ad e 


experience a is shinee ‘ 
Yeni, inst teacher, and this pastinad hoped their children might 





She was assigned as a secretary 
at the Cable Access Office in that 
old school building. 

Zawacki told me one day, she 
saw a tiny scrap of paper sticking 
out of the wainscoting on one of 
the walls. She managed to pull 
the paper out of its hiding place 
where it had been for at least 52 
years. It turned out to be a hand- 
written student love letter from 
a boy to a girl, who were both 
pupils at the school. Mrs. Green 
would have been proud of the 
handwriting! 


Sources: Springfield Daily News, 
June 25, 1958. “Timeline of History” by 
Bernard Grun, Touchstone Publishing. 
Chauncey Peck who wrote “The History 
of Wilbraham, 1731, 1763-1913”. “The 
Military Rolls of the Outward Com- 
mons” by J. Bruce Tingle. 


Editor Emeritus Charlie 
Bennett is a member of the His- 
toric Commission and a trustee 
of the Wilbraham Atheneum So- 
ciety. Readers can contact him 
with comments or ideas for the 
column at cbennett4765 @char- 
ter.net. 


Springfield Street School aka 
Little Red Schoolhouse. 


59 Years Ago 


More Crimes, Fewer 
Accidents 


Here is a news clipping 
reported by my mom, Eth- 
el M. Bennett, who was the 
Wilbraham correspondent for 
the Springfield daily newspa- 
per The Morning Union from 
the 1940’s through 1970’s. 
From a January 9, 1962 edi- 
tion. “Police Chief William 
Pollitt in his annual report 
released Friday stated that 
while the year 1961 was 
marked by fewer accidents 
than the previous year there 
were more serious crimes. 

Traffic accidents includ- 
ing property damage, O61; 
personal injury, 30. Total ac- 
cidents, 79. Number of per- 
sons injured, 58; and number 
of persons killed, 1. Arrests 
included 7 for drunkenness; 
2 disturbing the peace; I for 
non-support; & for breaking 
and entering to commit lar- 
ceny.” 


SUSINESS 


Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 
folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 


their ad representatives. 


For more information on business coverage for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twitkop@ 


turley.com. 
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First marking period ae 
for 2020-2021 school Saye Stewart 
year 


Ninth grade: Ryan Atkin, 
Haile Barnett, Jonathan Bar- 
ton-Cimino, Norah Bottum, 
Zoey Cardano, Lindsay Carra, 
Lillian Christensen, Christina 
Clark, Benjamin Cooney, Hunt- 


Comhell § hC h Campsie, Giovanna Capuano, ki, Jenna Westbrooks, Michael arty, Keyara Narcisse, Jaclyn 
ee or eee Vanden Carlin, Seth Chaffee, Eli Westbrooks, Luke Whalen-Syl- Nguyen, Linh Nguyen, Nha 
Samuel Dean, Jackson Derosia, ae: 

Comeau, Aidan Cordis, Gi- ver, Jack Wietsma, Aleena Nguyen, Abigail Nickerson, 
Jaden Desmarais, Nicolas Disa, j ae 
ancarlo Daniele, Aiden Dan- Wilkinson, Madelyn Wyman, Milichael Nordstrom, Meghan 
Keegan Duke, Madison Dup-_ . : ; ' 
Christian Erski Emi iels, Jenna Danio, Giuseppe Zephaniah Young. O’Dell, Anna O’Keefe, Erin 
apa eae ae aes a | DeGuglielmo, Reighan Demers, Eleventh grade: Ayden O’Keefe, Molly Oldread, Lela 
Esteves, Madison Faneuff, John ; ; ; ; 

, Jackson Duquette, Ian Dzier- Alves, Nico Alves, Gianna Osmani, Emily Patrick, Ryan 
Finnegan, John Fitzgerald, Ma- ee ; ; ; 
winski, Colin Elliott, Catrio- Angelica, Katherine Annear, Peabody, Ella Perry, Steven Pol- 
rina Ford, Joseph Fusco, Kali- 

na Ferreira, Nicole Foley, Eve Emma Arendt, Alexander Ar- lard, Collin Prendergast, Brett 
ana Gagnon, Isabella Gahres, ; 
, Freitas, Beau Gagne, Maya _ mitage, Justis Barbeau, Camryn Proto, Emma Pszeniczny, Ethan 
Daniel Gardner, Austin Gentile, é ; 
ide Galvan, Amar Gamidov, Owen Baroni, Lauren Beaudin, Cath- Quill, Anthony Rachele, Brid- 
Aedan Gierlich, Owen Gold- ; a 
. Gasteyer, Brandon Gormley, arine Brennan, Adrianna Britton, get Reilly, Benjamin Richards, 
berg, Chase Harrison, Paige 
> Juliette Goulet, Jeremiah Grif- Elsa Cable, Mary Cable, Janyia Kayla Rivera, Devyn Rodrigues, 
Hebert, Mary Heinold, Mia ; ; 
fin, Cameron Hanks, Michael Cameron, Madison Coite, Paige Michael Rosso, Mia Scatoli- 
Hickson, ‘Tristen Hottin, EI- 


liott Humphries, Dakota Joseph, 
Jocelyn Jusino, Lauren Kasper, 
Kayleigh Kinsman, Theodore 
Klostri, Sophie Laird, Aidan 
Lang, Gavin Lee, Olivia Lee, 
Jake Lowe, Anna _ Lucarelle, 
Grace Maloni,  Diella Mar- 
tell, Jonathan Maurer, Victoria 
Miller, Hector Mojica, Sean 
Murphy, Ava Murray, Mat- 
thew Nordstrom, John O’Con- 
nor, Kate O’Connor, Abigail 
Pastore, Nicolas Patrakis, Laila 
Phok-Smith, Jenna Pitts, Claire 
Poindexter, Erika Przezdzieck1i, 
Mia Rankins, Cameron Roy, 
Michael Roy, Gabriella Salva- 
dor, Olivia Salvi, Jessica San- 
tos, Jenna Scatolini, Aiden Ser- 


gienko, Ainsley Sheehan, Ava 


Andrew Szpakowski, Jack Tas- 
sinari, Zachary Vigneault, Ailsa 
Wilson, Benjamin Wilson. 
Tenth grade: Cate Barcome, 
Jake Barlow, 
thelette, 
Sydney Beebe, Stephanie Berg- 
man, Samantha Burnett, Valerie 


Harrigan, Sean Holden, Camer- 
on Ice, Kyler Ittner, Kyle Jodo- 
in, Emma Kennedy, Anya Khan, 
Grace La Fountain, Jared Lal- 
iberte, Audrey LaPre, Miranda her, 
Lavoie, Morgan Leary, Emma 
Lemek, Sydney Liquori, Bella 
Loddo, 
Samuel Manteria, Brodie Mar- 
tin, Charlotte Murisis, 
tha Moore, 
Collin Murphy, Madeline Mur- 
phy, Joshua Parent, Dev Patel, 
Demetrios Patrakis, Christopher 
Paul, Dakotah Pavoni, 
Penna, Eva Przezdziecki, Kait- 
lyn Radway, Christian Ramirez, 
Cassidy Richard, Gavin Rigney, 
Gabriella Rita, Tessa Rodrigues, 


Alexander Sleeper, 
Drew Strycharz, 


mala, 

Tougas, 
Victoria Bar- 
Madelyn Bartolucci, 


rissa Warren, 


Coite, 


Desmarais, 


Drake, 
Christopher MacPhail, 


Saman- 
Romeo Morales, Gragowski, 
luni, 
Hanna, 
Alyssa 
ianna Hawley, 
Ella Henry, 


anie Jalonen, 
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Alyssa Russell, 
Allyson Santos, Sophia Seibold, 
Alice Sleboda, William St John, 
Emily Stark, Matthew Tillberry, 
Alexander Tirabassi, Lauren To- 
Cassandra Toth, Emma 

Vivian Tranghese, 
Marena Vali- 


Olivia Ryan, 


Cameron Turer, 
ton, Zavier Villanueva, Hayden 
Vreeland, Caleigh Wall, 
Connor Weslos- 


Anthia Daubon, Joseph ni, 
Davenport, Grace Debney, Kyla 
Matthew 
Jeremy Diehl, Jacqueline Dola- 
Cailyn Doyle, 
Kegan Druckenmiller, 
Jacob Evans, Isabelle Fergus, Ja- 
cob Ferri, Mary Flynn, Maximo 
Fraga, Madison Gallant, Alex 
Garete, Kiana Gonzalez, Tyler 
Madelynn Grono, 
Nicholas Guidi, Andrew Gul- 
Angelina Guzzo, 
Nisa Harris, 

Harrison, McKenna Hatch, Ar- 
Clare Heinold, 
Abigail Hotaling, 
Mary-Elizabeth Hrycay, 
James Jolicoeur, 
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CAMPUS NOTES & 
Minnechaug Regional High School announces Honors 


Minn, 
Ma- 


Jessica Semanie, 
DeVine, 
Hannah 


Trebbe, Ruth Tucker, 
Bethany Whalen-Sylver, 
Williams, 
Megan Youmell. 


Justin 
Peyton 
line Belemjian, 


Shaun Buteau, 


Mel- ano, Niya Carrasquillo, 


Andrew Keith, Joshua Kozub, 


Alexandra Long, Isabel Lopes, 
Leon Lopez, Thomas Manning, 
Abigail Maurer, Trent Maziarz, 
Madison McGrath, Sean Mc- 
Isabela Meeker, Mare- 
sa Menard, Madison Meunier, 
Austin Monteiro, Gracen Mori- 


Matthew 
Sherman, Samuel Sibilia, Oliv- 
ia Skoczylas, Catherine Skorka, 
Katie Slattery, Andrew Strand, 
Kayden Stubbert, Emily-Jane 
Sullivan, Olivia Terzi, Charles 
Gavin 
Weichselbaumer, Aubrey Welch, 


Isabella Woodbury, 


Twelfth grade: Ianos Balaur, 
Nyiah Barrows, Gabrielle Bar- 
tolomei, Dominic Beck, Made- 
Cori Bessette, 
Sabino Bilotti, Charles Brehart, 
Grace Caltabi- 
Sarah 
Champagne, Jing Chen, Daniel 


Cherkashin, Juliana Chiarella, 


Marcelina Kumiega, Marlay- Adrianna Clark, Morgan Clout- 
na Labbe, Olivia LaDouceur, ier, Owen Comeau, Cade Con- 
Madison Laliberte, Gavin Lee, nor, Nasayah Crenshaw, Carly 


DeGray, Ani Diefenderfer, Ab- 
igail Donahue, Daniel Ducey, 
Abigail Edgecomb, Grace Ed- 
wards, Hannah Fopp, Madison 
Fox, Cabielyn Gagnon, Thomas 
Garvey, Cameron Gilrein, Liam 
Gleason, Kayla Gotta, Antho- 
ny Grasso, Lillian Grono, An- 
thony Grossi, Gianna Guidi, 
Gavin Guyer, Arianna Hamel, 
Hannah Harris, Lauren Hatha- 
way, Emily Howard, Jacob Ice, 
Timothy Jodoin, Sandra Joseph, 
Sage Killinger-Connors, Lau- 
ren King, Joelle Kovarik, Erin 
Lacross, Ryan Leary, Kaileigh 
Letourneau, Jillian Long, Jillian 
Mackay, Shawn Major, Jaclyn 
Maller, John Manning, Corby 
Marini, Trenton McInerny, Pau- 
lo Mendonca, Dillon Moriarty, 
McKenzie Murphy, Cassidy 
Mylonakis, Chloe Nitri, Jack 
O’Toole, George Patrakis, Pe- 
ter Patrakis, McKenna Patter- 
son, Ryan Pedersen, Margaret 
Petruzzelli, Hope Pettengill, 
Daniel Picard, Jack Pszenic- 
zny, Camden Rigney, Isabella 
Rita, Joseph Robinson, J Ross, 
Katherine Russell, Scott Sasen, 
Simon Serra, Amelia St John, 
Tatiana Steed, Annabelle Stro- 
ganow, Claudia Tegtman, Dom- 
inic Terzi, Trijal Thakkar, Ste- 
phen Toth, Brandon Tragakis, 
Ruth Villeneuve, Kayla White, 
Katlyn Wolcott, Peter Wurszt, 
Olivia Yarrows, Joseph Zebian, 
Lucca Zhigalin. 


Kiel 





MRHS announces High Honors 


First marking period for 
2020-2021 academic year 


Ninth grade: Timothy Arendt, Mack- 
enzie Blair, Aren Brubach, Rose Calta- 
biano, Christopher Capen, Serina Chan, 
Vince Chiarizio, Paitan Closser, Jayla 
Comes, Gianna Daniele, Siena Dansereau, 
Abigail Dean, Lilliana DiGrande, So- 
fia DiGrande, Danielle Dulude, Amy 
Dunklee, Annabella Foster, Mia Fraga, 
Abyssinia Haile, Lylah Jeannotte, Jake 
Klakotskiy, Lindsay Labadorf, Benja- 
min Langone, Sawyer Lisowski, Lauren 
Lomascolo, Julia Long, Samantha Long, 
Avra Mayuski, Aviana Mitchell, McK- 
enzie Murray, Matthew O’Keefe, Veera 
Patel, Vyan Patel, Ethan Ray, Kylie Ray, 
Jonah Rost, Olivia Rucki, Daniel Ryze- 
wicz, Chad Santos, Derek Semanie, Geor- 
gia Serra, Brenna Slattery, Lilian Smith, 
Katherine Tzoumas, Alina Wawrzonek, 
Mary Woytowicz, Katja Wurm. 

Tenth grade: Kristina Aguilar, Evan 
Arce, David Borawski, Molly Brew- 
er, Zachary Conrad, Patrick Cowles, 
Kayleigh Delamarter, William Dona- 
hue, Hallie Dones, Norah Doyle, Anita 
Duquette, Ella Edwards, Rose Eldridge, 
Olivia Elliott, Carly Goodrich, Taryn 
Grozio, Harrison Hill, Nghi Hua, Avery 
Izzo, Patrick Jahn, Grace Johnson, Reese 
Jordan, Lily Kane, Ava Korzec, Isaiah Ko- 
zub, Aidan Lewis, Ryan Lucarelle, James 
Ma, Anabella Matos, David Noel, Molly 
Olsen, Andrew O’Toole, Alexa Patrakis, 
Stephen Putnam, Jada Rosario, Dominick 
Seymour, Julian Smith, Alexa Stone, Ni- 
kolas Supczak, Jessica Thomas, Jack Tro- 
lio, Matthew Wurszt. 

Eleventh grade: Anthony Amato, 
Gabrielle Amato, Jessica Baker, Ash- 
leigh Barrett, Ava Barton, Erik Beckel, 
Cody Biermann, Madison Bigda, Patrick 
Boland, Haylie Calver, Sofia Carlson, 
Allison Clifford, Christopher Cronin, 


Noah Dailey, Malyna Dansereau, Regan 
Donohue, Julia Downey, Luke Dunklee, 
Jeffrey Duperre, Taylor Fahey, Jace Fal- 
cone, Megan Fitzgerald, Francesca Fus- 
co, Trevor Galenski, Joseph Gentile, Julia 
Gorzynska, Isabella Gravanda, Justine 
Guyer, Sienna Hebert, Ava Humphrey, 
Connor Joyce, Ava Kavanagh, Evan Ken- 
nedy, Jaidan Kertenis, Tyler King, Cam- 
eron Kolisko, Peter Kuselias, Mikhaila 
Latourelle, Rachel Letendre, Willy Li, 
Olivia Long, Rachael Lowe, Lily Maloni, 
Genevieve Matthews, Gabriella Maynard, 
Taylor Morrison, Jacob Motyl, Veronica 
Nault, Tatum Nelson, Adam Niemi, Cade 
Norris, Colin Ostrander, Isha Patel, Mi- 
chael Pelletier, Haldimand Putnam, Elyse 
Roberts, Ethan Robins, Claire Robinson, 
Joseph Sarno, Cally Seyler, Samantha Si- 
ciliano, Quinn Suomala, Kevin Tessicini, 
Luke Wadzinski, Thomas Wilson. 

Twelfth grade: Brooke Baker, Alexa 
Barber, Ji Cao, Jacob Chan, John Chen, 
Brendan Connors, Leah Cooney, Grace 
Coopee, Emily Corey, Sara Coughlin, 
Emma Cowles, Natasha Cox, Maya Da- 
miano, Julia DaSilva, Aidan Elliott, Ab- 
igail Fernandes, Joseph Garvey, Kendall 
Garvey, Zoe George, Maya Glenn, Joseph 
Hackett, Shea Harrison, Sydney Harrison, 
Madison Hastain, Morgan Hastain, Gi- 
anna Hickson, Leah Kagan, Kendall Kes- 
sler, Olivia Knode, Morgan Kowal, Jonah 
Kozub, Dominique LaBranche, Nicholas 
Lang, Thomas Leary, Ryan Lee, Aelan 
Lisowski, Mia Manteria, Jillian Mawa- 
ka, Amelia Mazzuca, Robert McDonald, 
George Menard, Carly Morrow, Maire 
Murphy, Evan Murray, Daniel Perez, 
Timothy Person, Jenna Petrie, Faith Pet- 
tengill, Chelsea Ramos, Sophia Ramos, 
Jaclin Robinson, Ava Sirois, Margaret 
Skorka, Lena Sotiropoulos, Krystianna 
Strange, Ruby Sweetman, Margaret Szpa- 
kowski, Tyler Tranghese, Therran Trum- 
bull, Dylan Verdon, Georgia Webster, 
Timothy Whalen-Sylver. 





Kyle Langlois of Hampden graduates 
from Berklee College of Music 


HAMPDEN - Kyle Langlois gradu- 
ated Summa Cum Laude from Berklee 
College of Music in Boston in Decem- 
ber. He received his Bachelors of Music 
in Music Performance with a Minor in 
Music Technology. 

He will begin his graduate studies in 
August at Berklee’s campus in Valencia, 


Spain on a merit scholarship for their 
one-year Master of Music in Contempo- 
rary Performance (Production Concen- 
tration) Degree. 

Langlois is from Hampden and is a 
2017 graduate of Minnechaug Regional 
High School. 





Horace Smith Fund scholarship 
and fellowship information meetings 


REGION — The Horace Smith Fund, 
now in its 121st year, has scholarship 
and fellowship money available for 
graduates of Hampden County public 
and private high schools. 

Two online information meetings are 
scheduled for Monday, Jan. 11 at 7 p.m. 
and Sunday, Jan. 24 at 2 p.m. for parents 
and students. To secure an invitation to 
attend, write info@HoraceSmithFund. 
org. Each session is about 40 minutes 
long and will include a question-and-an- 
swer period. 

Scholarships awards of $12,000 are 
distributed as $3,000 annually and re- 
newable each year until graduation. Fel- 
lowship awards of $15,000 are distrib- 
uted as $5,000 annually and renewable 
for two additional years. Students must 
maintain at least a B average in college. 

Recipients are selected on a variety 
of criteria, including financial need, cu- 
mulative graduating GPA, extra-curric- 
ular activities, recommendations, and 
college entrance exam scores, if appli- 
cable. Of great importance is a personal 
written account of why the student feels 
deserving of financial assistance. Addi- 
tionally, fellowship applicants must also 
submit their GRE or degree-specific test 
scores, if applicable. All recipients must 


be full-time students and residents of 
Hampden County. 

Last year, $297,000 was awarded to 
24 individuals. Scholarships were given 
to 18 graduating seniors from Hampden 
County high schools. Three scholar- 
ships were also awarded to current col- 
lege students to assist them in complet- 
ing their undergraduate degrees. Three 
fellowships were given to college gradu- 
ates pursuing graduate degrees, who had 
graduated from Hampden County high 
schools. 

The Horace Smith Fund was estab- 
lished in 1899 by the successful and 
generous philanthropist named Horace 
Smith, co-founder of Smith & Wesson, 
located in Springfield. The scholarships 
and fellowships are named for Walter S. 
Barr, a West Springfield businessman, 
whose widow left the bulk of the fam- 
ily estate to The Horace Smith Fund in 
1950. 

Completed applications must be re- 
ceived either electronically or by mail to 
The Horace Smith Fund at 16 Union Av- 
enue, Suite 2K, Westfield, MA 01085 no 
later than March 15, 2021. Applications 
are available online at www.Horace- 
SmithFund.org or by phoning the office 
at (413) 739-4222. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MTD 2-Stage, 5.5HP. “Snow King” 24” 
Electric Start, $175.00 TORO Power- 
max 2-Stage, 828LXE, “Snow King’ 
28” Electric Start, $750.00 Bob (413) 
566-1221 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Snow Plowing, driveways and small 
parking lots. Residential and Com- 
mercial clean-outs/dumpster service. 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, Ludlow 
area. Fully insured. Call DiRico Proper- 
ties (413) 530-1299 










OF 
Ta | 
ty 


3, 


SEBS 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 


for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 
Address: 
Town: 
Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





a a ne ae Phone: _ 
a State: Zip:__ 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 





Quabbin 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON ! 
Village Hills Vo 


Circulation: 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 






BELCHER 
GRANBY a 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 





oS BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
BROOKFIELD 





EAST 
BROOKFIELD 









BRIMFIELD 


a a 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
$s adiitional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
———~ £ Quabbin 
I 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 





LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


Got Junk? Then you should call 21st 
Century Sanford and Son scrap metal 
removal service. Fast, reliable, de- 
pendable, friendly and Free removal 
of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


FORD FOCUS 2011 = Excellent 
condition. 86,500 Miles, Automatic, 
4 dr, 32 mpg, 1 owner, clean Carfax, 
all maintenance records, w/4 studded 
snow tires. $4900.00 firm. (413) 348- 
9335 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


A PERSONAL CARE ATTEN- 
DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 


male. Very nice job. $15.75 hr. Call 
413-283-2508 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


Z2oO21 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


Call For An IRS 


Appointment |.<237> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)389-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
sind Fax: 413-324-2167 


PROVIDER | 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 








WILBRAHAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Wilbraham 

The Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, January 25, 2021 at 
5:00 PM on the Notice of 
Intent filed by Jeffrey Allard 
under the Massachusetts 
Wetlands Protection Act and 
the Wilbraham Wetlands 
By-Law for the proposed con- 
struction of a single family 
home, private sanitary sewage 
disposal system, well and 
associated grading. Portions of 
the proposed work fall within 
the 200’ Riverfront Area of 





TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 





Calkins Brook on the property 
located at 5V Silver Street. 

Due to the ongoing Covid- 
19 public health emergency 
the Town Office Building 
remains closed to the public 
and this public meeting will be 
conducted exclusively via 
remote participation. The 
instructions to remotely join 
and participate in the public 
meeting will be on the agenda 
that will be posted on the town 
website on or before January 
21.2021, 

Further information relat- 
ing to this application is on file 
with the Commission. 

Christopher Brown, Chairman 
01/14/2021 


INC. 
Reaching readers in 
50 local communities every week. 


WILBRAHAM 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 
LEGAL NOTICE 
Town of Wilbraham 

The Wilbraham 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hearing on 
Monday, January 25, 2021 
at 5:20 PM on the Notice of 
Intent filed by Anthony 
Carnevale of AC 
Homebuilding, LLC under the 
Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act and the 
Wilbraham Wetlands By-Law 
for the proposed four lot sub- 
division that will be known as 
Cooley Drive Extension. Site 


e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


e Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


¢ Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


413.283.8393 


grading related to the storm- 
water management for the 
project will be located within 
the buffer zone to wetland 
resource areas. 

Due to the ongoing Covid- 
19 public health emergency 
the Town Office Building 
remains closed to the public 
and this public meeting will 
be conducted exclusively via 
remote participation. The 
instructions to remotely join 
and participate in the public 
meeting will be on the agenda 
that will be posted on the town 
website on or before January 
21,2021, 

Further information relat- 
ing to this application is on 
file with the Commission. 
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DEVEREUX is looking for individuals 
who are interested in becoming foster 
parents. We are looking for individuals 
who are caring and would be able to 
provide a stable and caring home for 
youth who have experienced abuse 
or neglect in their lives. Devereux 
provides free training and ongoing 
staff support. For more _ informa- 
tion call Maureen at (413)209-7677 
mbennet9 @ devereux.org or Janet at 
(508)713-3895 jknapp @ devereux.org 


PCA NEEDED FOR 99 YR old 
female. Days and nights needed 
hours are negotiable. Contact Clau- 
dine(864) 385-4580. 


SHORT ORDER COOK. Breakfast 
and Lunch. Monday - Friday. Local 
Area. John (413)537-2455 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Alternate 
Plumbing & Gas Inspector. Public Tele- 
vision Program Coordinator - P/T. Town 
Accountant. Looking for many reliable 
people to fill these positions. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit ww.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open until 
filled. EOE 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





PUBLIC NOTICES & 


Christopher Brown, Chairman 
01/14/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
This ad is pursuant to MA 
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 39A 
as of January 29, 2021 the 
following motor vehicles will 
be for sale to satisfy a garage 
keepers lien: 


2003 Jeep Liberty 

VIN: 1J4GL48K56W 163102 
COLOR: Green 

LKO: Nicole Fraska 

PO Box 1214 

Warren MA 01083 


2009 Acura TL 
VIN: 19UUA66295A074871 
CoLor: Blue 


LKO: Adolfo Sandoval 
304 Washington St 1L 
Haverhill MA 01832 


2008 Mercedes L300 Sedan 
VIN: WDDGF81X88F139928 
COLOR: Black 

LKO: Jennifer Torres 

46 Olmsted Dr. 

Springfield MA 01108 


2014 BMW 5 Series 
VIN:WBA5B3C7EDS530181 
COLOR: Black 

LKO: Zachary D Allen 

173 Merrimack St 
Manchester NH 03103-5230 


R & S Assoc. Inc. 
Wilbraham MA 
413-596-4374 

01/14, 01/21, 01/28/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 
notices to 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


VATE MAY VAV AVY A ol Ul eo) ifeialoiu(ot—\-maela(-\"Morelan 
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REGION — Stop & Shop an- 
nounced this month that flu shots 
are now available to Massachusetts 
children three years and older. With 
the State requiring all students to 
be immunized before the end of 
2020, Stop & Shop has worked to 
expand its flu shot offering to pa- 
tients three years and older, which 
are now available without a pre- 
scription or appointment. 

Stop & Shop pharmacists said 
they are eager to do their part to 
protect the expanded patient pop- 
ulation and aim to vaccinate all 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Stop & Shop now offering flu shots 


children three years and older with 
parental consent. During immuni- 
zation, patients will be required to 
wear PPE and pharmacists will be 
equipped with masks, gloves, and 
face shields, while the immuniza- 
tion area will be disinfected and 
sanitized between each patient. 

The pharmacy team utilizes the 
same thorough disinfection proto- 
cols for all patients, to ensure the 
health & safety for patients of all 
ages. 

Customers can now virtually 
consent to immunizations by visit- 


ing stopandshop.com/pharmacy or 
scanning the contact-free Pharma- 
cy Consent QR code in-store. 
“Stop & Shop is always look- 
ing for ways to make things easier 
for our customers, and our trained 
& trusted pharmacists are here 
to help parents make sure their 
kids are protected against the flu 
this season,” said Brittany Orlan- 
do, clinical lead for Stop & Shop 
Pharmacy. “Stop & Shop has 
conveniently stocked up on addi- 
tional vaccines in advance due to 
COVID-19 and flu season coincid- 





ing. We’re excited that our local 
Stop & Shop pharmacists can now 
help to keep more families healthy 
this flu season as we expand our 
ability to offer flu shots to children 
three years and older.” 

This year, Stop & Shop is of- 
fering a variety of standard dose 
flu vaccines, all of which protect 
against four strains of flu virus 
and are indicated for patients of all 
ages permitted in the state in which 
they live. 

Those who are 65 years or old- 
er will also have the opportunity to 
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choose from two specialized senior 
vaccines — Fluzone HD and Fluad — 
which have been proven to be more 
effective than the standard dose 
among seniors. In addition, Stop 
& Shop pharmacies carry several 
preservative-free, latex-free, cell- 
based vaccines and its pharmacists 
are available to assist each patient 
in selecting the one that is best for 
them, while addressing any con- 
cerns they may have regarding al- 
lergies, preservatives and adverse 
effects. 


Restaurant Special 


We would like to offer our local restaurants a special to advertise 
and let your patrons Know you are open for business. 


*99 


TAKEOUT OR DINE-IN! 


per week*/per paper 


3X8 Black & White Ad 
dimensions 4.7/0 w X 8°h 


*Ad must run for 4 weeks between 
Jan. 27, 2021 thru March 26, 2021 


Advertisement will also include FREE 
Restaurant Listing in all 12 weekly papers in 


our Open For Business Directory that will run 
EVERY week until March 26, 2021. 


Call Your Advertising Representative TODAY 
DON'T MISS OUT! 





ABC Pizza 





Open for Takeout/Dine-In 


100 Main Street 
Hours 


413-123-4567 


Hamburger Place 


Open for Takeout Only 
200 Main Street 
Hours 
413-123-4567 
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